
[18 AUousT, 19.29.] 149

with rceponsible public opinion in the State.
Without that reform I think there is some

t daiiger-I do nlot say it -is an imminent
danki-of this House losing the prestige
ift he fairly *on, and the high place it
deser~edly holds in the public mind. I wish
to refer to some remarks made by the
seconder of this amendment. I am sure he
made those remarks without understanding
the position. I mean when be reflected
uipon the attendance of hon. members here.
Hie has overlooked the fact that several
members of this Chamber are away from
Western Australia. It is well for their con-
stituencies, and for the courtry, that mein.
berg of this Chamber and of another place
.should, as far as they can, spend a portion
of their recess in travelling. The hion. mem-
her was also probably not aware that other
members are away through illness. I am
sure you, Sir, will agree with me when I
say that I question if there is any Parlia-
inent or branch of Parliament in Australia
or elsewhqgre,..where mnembers attend to their
duties more diligently than, -is the ease -in
the, Legislative Council. We have, in. fact,.
splendid attendances. It is a rare thing in-
deed for anly member to be absent without
ioine. good reason, and it would be mislead--
ing to. the public and unjust to members
themselves if it -went forth, as suggested by
theseonder of t ' e amendment, that members
of the Legislative Council took very little
interest in their business, and that this was
one reason for the suggestion to abolish the
Chamber. I think it was the same hon. mem-
ber who said that in coming here he felt
he had reached a dead-end and did not ex-
pect to do any good. I can assure him that
his iitial e ,deavour, notwithstanding the in-
tent on his part, will not do any harm. As
to his general impression of the usefulness
or otherwise of this Chamber, I onfideutly
predict that it is one which experience will
remove. I can safely assure him that
as- a.member of the Legislative Council he
will find ample opportunity for doing good,
and I also feel confident he will make each
of those opportunities his own. I oppose the
amnendm~ent.

Od n motion by Hon. J. W. Hiekey, debate
djourned.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.mt.

Wednesday, 18th. Augunst, 19.00
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The SPEAKER toot the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETTTION-RETJRNED SOLDIERS'
ASSOCIATION, qERALDTON BRANCH,

Mr.. WILLCOCK (GeralIdtoni) [4.38]: 1
htave to present a petition fromn the Returned
Soldiers' and Nurses' Association, Geraldton
branch, dealing with the resumption of pas-
toral areas in the Murchison district. The
petition contains 213- signatures and is in
accordance with the Standing Orders. It is
respectfully worded and ends with a prayer.
The phraseology is in accordauce with the
Standing Orders, but a certain number of the
forms that were sent out were not inl accord-
once with the Standing Orders and have,
therefore, not been iincluded. I move-

That the petition be received and read.
Question put and passed; petition received

and read.
On motion by Mr. Wilicoek, petition or-

dered to he printed, and made an Order of
the Day for the next sitting of the House.

QUESTION-TRAMkWAY EXTENSIONS.
Mr. ROBINSON asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Has he given consideration to
the question of extending the tramway sys.-
tem, to the suburbs in the mettopolitan area!
* 2 Has he made special inquiries, on the sab-
ject? 3, Is he satisfed, that there is urgent
need for trainway *extensions? 4,.Has any
report been formulated? 5, If so, is the re-
port available to hon. members? 6, Dlo the-
Government intend to. proceed with the ex-
tensionsl 7, If so, whenj1 8, If not, why?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1p 2, 3, end 4, Yes. 5, 6, 7, and 8,
The question of providing tramway exten-
sions is under consideration in conjunetion
-with lan expenditure on public works gener-
ally.-

QUESflON-WATER SERVICES, AGRtI-
... CULTURAL AREAS.

Hon. W: &. ANOWIN asked the Minister
for'Works: 1, What was the total revenue
received by rates services and excess water
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f romt thA'#grdcutural areas waters qup41y for
the yeais 191A and 19201 Wi Vlt *ta s the
total exLpenditureI including, interest and
sinking fund! 3, What was the total expen-
diture in interest and sinkcing funed in son-
netion with and for water received from
the Mundering wafer scheme for the years
1919 and 1020? 4, What was the total
capital expenditure in connection. with. the
agricultural aea, water supply!

The MIfNISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 1919, £48,500; 1920, £17,450 ' '2 1919,
£10,013 on the mains, etc., in 'the Agricul-
tural Areas 1920, Figures not yet available.
3, 1919, £15,250, being share of expenditure
necessary to deliver Murdaring water into
the Agricultural Area mains. 192.0, Figures
not yet available. 4, 1919, £25,263;' includes
expenditure as named in reply to, questions
23 aid 3.. 1920, Figures not yet available.

QITESTTON-MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS ACT, AMENDMENT: -

Mr. DAVIES asked' *the Minister - for
Works: Is it the intefition df the Goverment
to bring down this jession- a Bill to attiend
I''The Municipal Corporations Act, 1906,''Y to
permit of municipalities having the option
or rating on the unimproved land volnes
system?--

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The matter is nder -consideration. -

QUESTIONS (2)-RAVENSTUORPE
SMELTER.

- Treatment Charges.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, As advances have not been made
against all ore available for treatment at, the
Raveusthiorpe smelter in the next campaign,
some producers having held on to their par-
eels owing to the uncertainty regarding the
tariff, will he fix charges for treatment and
realisation separately which will not be ex-
ceededq 2, If so, will he state such charges
in time to permit of' ore being delivered at
the smelter before'I the opcTIM-g of. the next
campaign?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
It is neither practical. nor desirable to have
two methods of dealing with customers at the
smelter, and I do not consider it advisable
to make any change in the present system
until the forthcoming campaign has been con-
cluded. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Position of Employees.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What was the date of the closing
of- the last campaign of' the Ravensthorpe
smelter? 2, Ho* many men, including the-,
manager, have since been, continuously -em-

ployecd 'thereat?. 8, What - are their positions
and what salary or wages has, each been re-
ceiving? 4, What is the total amount paid

hv wages for the-,period since -the last gamn-
paign -closed afd- the present time?

Th§ AMNISTER'FORC MINES ieplied':' 1,
31st Deceniber, 19f18. - 2,:Thre'6officers;' the
-hianager, accontatut and 6 re receiver and
assayer have be6i er4loyed continuously, add
four othci then more or less constantly, but
not continuously. *3, 'Manager, £095 per
amm (inclusive of district allowance), also
charged with supervision of moneys expended
under Mining Development Acit; accountant,
£348: per' span,, also chaiged Iwith supei-
vision of* moneys expended under'Milbing De-
velopment Act; assayer, etc., £400 per 'anum;
four men at 12s. to 13s. 4d. per day', aecord-
ing to nature of work being done. 4, ;3;397.

QUESTION-USPERANt-NORTE1-'
WARD RAILWAY..

Hon. P. COLLIER (for Ron. T. Walker)
asked the Minister for Works: Is there any
supply of rails on haend, or has any order
been placed for the supply of rails for the
construction of the Esperance-Northward
Railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied!±
There are 10 miles at Esperance, and a fur-
ther quantity will be forwarded as soon as
the delivery of sleepers is regarded as suffi-
cient. Inquiries are still being made in con-
nection with rails needed for this and other
railways authorised.

QTUESTION-BICYCLES, RE6ISTRA.
TION.

Flop. W. C. ANGWTN asked the Minister
for Works: What provision is- in " The
Traffic Act, 1919,'' that provides for the
registration of bicycles?I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Section 5 (1) : A vehicle license is required
for any vehicle described in the Second
'Schedule of the Traffic Act, which includes
among other vehicles, bicycles. These apr
registered, but without any fee.-

QIJESTION-INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE, PROTECTED TRADERS.

-lion. W. C. ANGWTN asked th - Premier:-
What is the total amount of money. owing, to-
private traders by farmers under the In-
dustries Assistance Board whereby such
traders have sonmc protection under "The
Industries Assistance Act, 1915,'' and
amendments thereto?

The PREMIER replied: Balance owing as;
at the 30th June last is £392,050.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.-
Fifth Day.

Debate resumned from 12th August.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [4.0t!: Before saying a few wordst
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on the Address-hn-reply, I wish to eongratu.
late the Premier on having before him the
most peaceful and well .behiaved memlbers
that ever sat. in this flous%. -Oae euot
belp.thinking what.a. great change has taken
place during the 'past 12 m6nths. O f course?
while we arc here. we ,have. ;o behavec, for

yOp" $ir, will. see to that. .But when we. Went
into11 recess p ,eace was thrown to* the winds
"Ad discord reigpied, at all events amongst
eertin members, partieulailt, thiose on h
Ministerialf'ide 'of the' Honse. -We on this
aide cabi clain~thht during the war libsp)who
held the 'Governmient 'beudhes d t the oht-
breakc of .war, th se ce sitting, in Oppo!
sition, have done all they possibly cofild ttl
assist the Government of the day in carrying
on the affairs of the eduntry. Never at any

iiein 'the h istory of ihe Stat0 h ar e 'the
Governmcent of the day reeived grkate2 &t-
sistane $ram tfie Opposition than have t~hose

wh43 have held office since the fall of the
Laor Governmen t; we bave enden.;v6urod

on every odeasioni to assist th Government
of the ,day out of 'their difficulties. Yet at
no time have the Government been able to
iist themselves. If we survey the existing

state of affirs and reflect upon the position
of four or, five years ago, we can come to
only one conclusion, namely, that when there
was a decrease in revenue it was accom-
panied by- a deficit, and' when the. revenue
increased the 'deficit still c6ntiaued to vrow.
It made little difference to the Government
bf the day, for they still continued. piling
up a huge. debt and made no endeavour to
assist themselves out of the difficulty. 'Be-
fore criticising some of the actions of thd
Government extending over the last 12
mnths, I wish to say a few words in respect
of what took place in Perth last week. I ame
very much surprised to find that the present
Minister for Mines can continue to sit With
colleagues who are not above attending a
conferenree in the City and leading that con-
ference to 'believe that certain things -have
existed 'in the past, when it is well known
that such a statement is contrary to fact.
There is no doubt that some of those who
to-day are trying to lead the party known
as the primary producer 's awe not above put-
tiag bef ore that body in conference state-
ments not strictly in accord with the facts,
Although at the general election 'of -three
years ago we were told to let the dead past
bury its dlead, yet occasions sometimes arise
when past actions should be reviewed, No
Government have done more, or indeed half
as much, lor the farmers of this State as
did thre Labour Government in office from
1i11 to .1916. When a Minister of the
Crown* gods -to that conference I refer to
and claims credit for the whole of the work
done InM connection with reducing the price
'of l 'and in this State, that Minister is leading
-the ecdnfereace entirely astray. The member
for Moore, (Sir, Heny Lefroy) knows, well
that, before: ever h -took a seat in th~e Mini-
Jatry. a Bill had, been intzodsieed--4 was in-

kxodpeed..........., tbe.purpose -of. reduc-
ig- the, price of- land.-

-lion. P. (2lWer mIb<a aisstatlement
was wade by the Minse last,.yeat.

R on. W. C. AN1GWfl.-: - When a - I\%iistcr
a~ed. those people did they think the -price of
land - would have been rellucqd : and - relief
given .throigh the Imntrtries Assistance
Board if their party bgd not, been in office,
he., was eudeavouring to lead those people
entirely astray. Thea we find, another gen-
tleman.-no .woader somep people are called
rotters-who sa id "'dod' help the farmer if
the Labour party conmes into oficel''.

Ron. P: Collier i Ie, is- a squib, a bounder!
Hon. W . CQ. A4NGWiN: Whemn ha. tells the

farmers that if the Labour, party get into
office it 'would be G6d help the farmers, he is
endeavouring to lead those people astray.

Hon. P. Collier: H0 Th~i lob big for his job.
R pm. W. C. ANGWTN: The greatest por-

Pion of the 13i millions sterling that was ex-
pended during the6 regime of the Labour
Government was expended for the assistance
of the farmer.

* Mr. Thomson:- And a very good asset it

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: Over three millions
of that money went into railways, neawly
two millions into the Agricultural Blank, and
another million into the Industries Assist-
ance Board. -It was the Labour- party that
inaugurated the Industries Assistance Board,
inaugurated it without the authority of Par-
liament. Not only that, but the Labour
party inaugurated it before there was a re-
presentative of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association in this House. Those gentlemen
who go before those farmers and tell them
God help them if the Labour party should
get into office are the gentlemen who are
charging the farmers 7 per cent, for the
mortley which the Labour party borrowed to
assist the farmers at 4 or 41/2 per cent. I do
not mind a little criticism, for I find it whole-
some, but it is not always -wise -to bite the
hands of thoem who rendered assistance when
it was greviously required. Had it- not been
for the Labour party, not only in 1914-15
but also in 19Ul, this country would have
been bankrupt to-day-it has come pretty
near to that since the Labour party went out
of offihe. The Labour party invariably en-
deavoured to reider assistance to the farm-
ig. community and, as far as possible, get
them out of their difficulties. Yet -we are
told to-day that we did nothing; we are
abused as enemies of the country. With all
due respect to the Minister for- Mines, I
must say that if I were in a Cabinet that
condemned my past actions as Premier over
a period of five years, I should tell my col-
leagues of the Cabinet to go to, a warmer
place than they are in to-day.

The Minister for Mines: What good would
that be? They would not go.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I repeat that I have
at least a duty to my colleagues here who
were previously with me in Cabinet. if
in March next the coditry places confidence
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in those on this side of the House, -the farmsrs
and the general community will never, suffer
by the administration of our pa-rty. We
shall deal fairly with all who have inter~sts
at stake; no matter whether it be farming,
goidmining, commercial or other industries,
each and every one will have consideration.
The country, would benefit a goad deal more
to-day if the same line of policy were carried
out by the present Government. I regret
that such statements as were made at. the
conference should have been made. They.
are not warranted, they are not true, and
they should never have been uttered. Coming
to the Governor's Speech, it is a difficult
task to find anything of substance in it. In
'fact, the G~vernment are not sure of tfiem-
selves.

The Premier: They are quite sure.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I find that in para-
graph 3 of the Speech His Exceflenej was
pleased to tell us--

My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abuucd-
ancee many of the things of which the world
is most in need, feel that the prospects are
encouraging and that vigour and enterprise
and goodwill amongst the people are alone
necessary to replace the material losses of
war and inaugurate a period of expansion.

According to. that paragraph, vigour, enter-
prise, aud goodwill are all that is required.

Mr. Thomson: Is not that correct?

Hon. W_ C. AXNGWIN: His Excellency
states that his advisers have so advised him.
But when we come to paragraph 4, dealing
with finances, We find the following-

You will be further invited to consider
proposals with a view to bringing the
aiinual revenue and expenditure into closer
accord.

They are not consistent, the one. statement'-
wvith the other. If? the Treasurer was really
of opinion that only vigour, enterprise, and
goodwill were necessary, where is the occa.-
sion for considering proposals for bringing
the annual 7revenue and expenditure *nto
closer accord? An consideration that could
be given the questionihere would have to be
in dealing with increased -revenue or, in other
words, additional taxation. The Premier has
already assured his audience that we here
are full of goodwill. I might add that if we
were as ful of vigour and enterprise also as
we possibly could be, it would not assist the
Treaenrer in any way in. regard to the
finances. Let us for a few moments review
the position. The Treasurer has informed us
that the amount of increased taxation which
he has received this year has been brought
about by the increased prosperity of the.
State.

The Premier: Not all of it; I said the
greater portion.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: I will give you your
own; words, taiken from your own particular

newspaper, the 'IWest Australian.". - They
are as follows--

The increased taxation has been due en-
tirely to increased prosperity.
The Premier: But death dues are included

ink that.
Ron. W., C. ANG-WIN: If the Premier only

gave the subject a few minutes consideration,
he would realise that during the pest 12
months, there. haas been a large increase in
the cost of commodities. There has also been
a fair increase in wages and salaries, not a
very large one, and owing to the increase ii
wages and salaries many persons, though they
have not been financial gainiers in respiet to
these increases because the cost of living has
increased far more than the wagcsf, now have
to pay taxation, Many a, young person who
ia normal times would no~t have had to pay
taxation, to-day has to do so, and that Jis
due to the conditions I have just described.
Consequently the Treasurer's figures have
been increased, and thete is no doubt the
Treasurer has benefited considerably in con-
sequence. Lnst year the Treasurer received
by way of direct taxation £215,036 more than
was received in the previous year. This is a
very large increase. If wre compare. last
year 's figures with the amount received from
direct taxation when the Labour Government
were in office in 1915-16, there is an. increase
of £436,200. This year taxation is more than
double what was received int 1915-16. Tn other
words, the people of the State are to-day
paying by way of di rect taxation more than
double what they were paying in 1915-1G.
Not only are they paying more than double,
but the Government are getting further be-
hind with the deficit. Though they have re-
ceived this greatly increased amount from
taxation, they have mad&' no effort to reduce-
the expenditure or to use the increased taxa-
tion for the purpose of reducing the deficit.
The Government have also -received under the
Surplus Revenue Act this year £12,500 more
than was received in the previous year. This
is indirect taxation through the Cujstoms and,
with the dirtet taxation, brings the total to
£227,536 more than was received in the pre-
vious year.

The Premier: We paid over £40,000 more
in wages and salaries this year. .

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN: I admit that; I
shall come to that presently.- The general
excuse made during the last year or two Was
that the deficit had been brought about owing
to the increased amount which the State had
to pay towards interest and sinking fond.
"Look," they said, "at the large amount
we have to pay by way of interest ard sink-
ing fund on the moneys which you as a
Labour Government borrowed.'' The other
night I heard the Premier mention 15-mil-
lions as the-sum which was borrowed by the
Labour Government. But the increased taxa-
tion. since- 1915-16 gave .-the Government
£38,302 over the increased amount of interest
and sinking fund which they had to fnd. In
other words they received more by direct tax--
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ation Stione with which to pay the increased
amount of interest and sinking fund than
the increase ill interest and sinking fund set-
ually amounted to. Thin clearly has made
very little difference to the interest and sink-
ing fund charges because direct taxation has
been imposed to make up those charges. The
Premier referred to the buoyancy of the fin-
ances,' and one would have thought that an
endeavour would have been mnade to keep the
expenditure somewhat in accord with the rev-
enue. I need not repeat the figures in the
Governor's Speech because they are available
for every member to read for himself.. Those
figures show that the Government received
increased revenue to the extent of £918,000
last year. But that increased revenue only
encouraged the Government to incur a larger
expenditure. If members look at last year's
Estimates they will find that in almost every
line there has been increased revenue, and
there has also been an increase in the expen-
diture which more than counterbalances the
increase of revenue. if my moinory serves
me aright, the increased expenditure amounts
to £937,000, while the increased revenue totals
£918,000. Last year I told the Rouse that
it was useless to pass increased taxation be-
cause, the more money we provided for the
Government, the more they would spend with-
out making any endeavour whatever to keep
down the deficit.

Mr.-. Pickering: Do you mean the present
Government only or any Government?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have not had the
pleasure of being a member of a Government
who were allowed to impose extra taxation.
Only-certain. Governments are allowed to do
that. I

Iron, P. Collier: We were compelled to be
economical.

R on. W. C. ANGWIN: During one or two
years after the outbreak of war,, the finances
of the State fell off. The revenue was not

-so buoyant as it is to-day, and our expendi-
ture was also reduced to a certain extent.
When we realise that the Government to-day
have approximately £C1,200,000 more in rev-
enue than the Labour Government had in
their last year of office, surely we are justi-
fled in contending that something could have
been done to keep the deficit within its former
ratio. Last year the revenue amounted to
approximately £.1,200,000 in excess of what
-was received in 1915-16; but nothing
whatever has been done to curtail the
deficit. There is one matter in the rev-
enue expenditure returns, published in the
''West Australian," of which perhaps the
Premier or one of his Ministers might give
an explanation before this debate closes. I
ind that departmental reimbursements, fees

and other services show an increase over last
year of £130,856. I have looked through
some of our past Estimates, and I have been
unable to find for several years anything ap-

pracingsuch an amount as has been re-
celvd ths yer by way of departmental ye-

imbursements. For years the amioumt has
been in- the -vicinity of t200,000. This year

the Government have received £130,000 more
than last year and recoup departmental
charges, interest, etc., show an increase of
£102,509. Putting the two together, the total
amount is £232,865 more than was received
last year.

Mr. Gardiner: Would not a good deal of
the reimbursements represent the repayment
of interest to the Agricultural BankI

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot say, but
for some years interest and sinking fund
have been charged by the Agricultural Bank.
On one occasion the recoups, reached as high
a figure as £65,000.

Mr. Gardiner: The probabilities arc that
bank interest accounts for some of it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but the Pre-
oier, in dealing with this matter the other
day, did not say how he accounted for it.

The Premier: I shall tell you.,
Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: The recoups in

1918-19 amounted to £48,200. This year the
amount is £150,718. If members go back
for several years they Will Baed that the
highest amount received in any one year was
£65,000.

The -Premier: It all depends on how much
work you do.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: lIt all depends on-
what percentage the Government take from
loan moneys to pay the salaries of officers.
It all depends on the charge made by the
various departments for the work they do in
eonnection with trading concerns, which are
carried on with loan moneys. If the Pre-
mier charged seven, eight, or ten per cent.,
he would get a greater amount by way of
recoups. If he can rake in £100,000 from
that source alone, his revenue receipts will
appear in a far better light than they
otherwise would (10. Perhaps the Premier
or one of his Ministers can explain the rea-
son for the large increase on tis occasion.
I wish to ask the Premier also why it is
that, in speaking of trading concerns during
the last few monthsi particularly, he has
always included with them business under-
takings. What is the reason for iT? I my-
self do not know the difference, with this
exception, that the Government make a dis-
Uinction on the Estimates. During the time
of the Labour party, we had business under-
takings and there were certain undertakings
which were termed by the Act "trading con-
COrn.''

The Premier: Competitive businesses.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Munsie) took.
the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When the Pre-
mier deals with the question and refes to
trading concerns alone, he implies that the
concerns referred to are those under the
Trading Concerns Act, such as the lImpie-
meat works. State steamers, State ferries,
State quarries, and State hotels. That is
what Ushe Premier tries to lead the public to
believe. TII6 psition in regard to the trad1-
ing. concernis this year is that there is an

153
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overdraft of £1[5,1539. It is true that the
_Wyndhamn Freezing Works, which- hav e now
b4d n 'added to the tradiag'conetns, show an
d-Verdraft 6f £88,409. When we get the bal-
ane sheets of these coneetus, they mighit
show these "cohbens in an'entiiely dflffernit
light from what appigars to be the 'position
to-dCaSk Each- of theie boncerns has soe
assets 14 tme way of stock. -In Connection
with the Wyndhmam Freezing Works,' it
would be inferesting to kniow how ninny Lhcad
of cattle were pdrchased at the beginning of
the season. The Government might bhaV'e
purchased' thousands of head of cattle rb
slaughter during the season now in progress,
and might 'thus be able to account to a large
extent for the £88,409) overdraft. When
statements of this desefiption - are issued
without any explanation, they have a ten-
dency to mislead the people, who gather the
impression that these trading c Ioneens are
showing very heavy losses, when as a matter
of fact during the fast couplt of years, they
have been paying money into the consoli-
dated revenue of the. State. There has been
a. good deal of discussion this session as to
the increased railway charges imposed on the
people of the State. In my opinion we shall
have to pay still higher rail-way charges.
Tn England railway eharges have increased
by about 80 per cent. as compared with pre-
war rates. Last session we were told by way
-of interjection, which has been repeated
here during this session, that the increase of
railway wages granted by the Arbitration
Court last year meant £240,000 or £250,000
per annum. It was pointed out then by
members on this side of the House that those
figures were impossible, that they could not
be arrived at from 'the rates grahted by the
Arbitration Court's award..- Thereupon we
were told that we knew more than the Comn-
missioner. But yesterday the "West Airs'
tralian" piublished figures showing the posi-
tion. I find from those figures that the esti-
mates given by members on this side of the
House last year were considerably over the
amount -bichi the increase in wages has
cost the State. I was also strucek with the
leading article published in to-day's "West
Australian," and I think it is a, great pity
that that article was not published during
the sitting of the farmers and settlers' con-
ference. It would have been information to
"that conference. Far the quarter ended on
the 30th June last, we learn there was a loss
on the railways of £155,503. Of that amount
£92,000 was represented by increases in
wages. The position is that the de'partment
had to pay back wages -right to the 1st.
August of last year. The full amount of the
wages increase paid was £106,000., That
was f6r a period of eleven monthh. Addin-
one-eleventh to tht amount we'-learn that
the total annual increase would be alijiron-
mately £115,636. lBut we Tharn to-d~y that
the 'inecased. charges - have" affected 'the
traffi to the extent of.4£JAS400. Oif' conrs
I reaipo that other costs1 4part" from'- wagep
have also 'ieceakd. -But', We were tild last

year that the increased railway charges were
rendered necessary by the increase in wages
granted by -the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Harrison: Mention was also made. of
the increase in the 'cd't of' coal.

Hon. W. C. ATNOWi'N: I ebuldisot have
been ini the Stat then. 'While I was 'in the
State it was all the iacrOade of w-ages. The
t otal amnount of 'tie increase for twelve
mnonths,. I say, would be £115,000. But f or-
'six miouths the total increase in railway re-
turns has been .£148,000. Mulitiplying that
amnount by two,' we find that the Govern-
ment have increased railway charges by ap-
proximately £296,000; in order to meet an
incressed cxp'emfdlterxe of £115; 000 for wages.

The 'Minister for Mines: That is not a
fair statement.

The Colonild Secretary:. Look 'at the
wheat carriage during the last half of the
year.

Hon. W. 'C. ANOWEN: Let wen remind
the Colonial Secretary that a great - deal of
the wheat carriage was paid before. the coar-
mencement of the quarter.

'The' Colonial Secretary: Oh, no.
Hon. W. CQ ANGWIIT: Oh, yes; because

one has to pay for thme short distance Which
the wheat is carried before it is stacked,
Then the other portion of the railage is paid
in the latter part of the year. It makes very
Little diffefenee so far as the State is con-
cerned if the wiheat is carried from sy
Wellerberrin 'to Spener-'s Break between
December and June, or is taken to Spencer's
Brook between June and December. In all
probability the Government have made noth-
ing less than £100,000 out of the Wages
deal.

The Minister for- Mines: Oh, no.
Mr. Unkderwood,: And what did they

do with the innyY
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I suppose they

spent it, and I hope they spent 'i it legiti-
mately. Perhaps they spent it legitimately,
but wastef ully. Undoubtedly the Oovern-
ment are obtaining a largely increased an-
-nual revenue from the Railway Department.
There is a possibility, and indeed a very
strong probability, that at an early date
there will be. a fuorther rise in wage s;. and
I want the Minister for Railways to re-
alise that in that case there will he no neces-
sity to pat an another £100,000 in'the shape
of increased railway charges if the increase
ini wages does not exceed £Z100,000 per an-
aium. The Minister has already increased

,railway charges sufficiently to allow him to
grant wages incereased by anothier. £100,000
per annum.

The Minister for Minest: Oh,' no'HFoni. W. C. ANOWIN: Before' leaving
this question I want to point out that, com-
paring the financial positioii of 1,f915-16 with
that of 1920,, the present Government have
had over. a million increase' in the annual
revenue.'- I am not referring to loans, though
the "present Government are spending loan
moneys as last as any Government. here have
ever spent them.- -
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The Premiy V: It ii spent on soldier settle-
ment.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN± - o buying
private people 's- land, And putting then off
'it and putting others on,it.

The premiey: YouM surely do not object
to the, expenditure on soldier. settlement!

Mr. Pickerling:, Do not you think it is a
right policy? *

Hon. W. C. AjNGWflN: I do-not.
Hon. P. Collier: It is not good for the

State.
Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: I had not meant

to deal. with this matter, but in view of the
interjections I will do so. I find that out of
8,033 soldiers settled up to the 31st July,
1920, there were 1,766 Settled on purchased
properties. That means that- the Govern-
meat have paid a farmer to go off his- land
and have put a soldier- in his place.

The Premier: Not -altogether.

Mr. Pickering. The Government may have
put- one farmer out and put five in.

'Mr. Thomson: - Somec of the owners, are
very sorry'that they Bold their land.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: The number set-
tled on improved farms comprises 1,756 on
properties purchased, 669 on own land, 106
on Agricultural Bank securities, and 832 on
repurchased estates. The number settled on
virgin Cron land is 170. Making due al-
lowanee for a proportion of the soldiers on
repurchased estates the net result of the
figures is that -about 575 soldiers out of the
8,033, have been so settled as to bring about
Increase of settlement in Western Australia,
and that increase has cost.- the country
£1,250,000 already. I think it would be far
better if some of the unused areas close
to our railways were taken for the special
purpose of soldier settlement. That would be
far better for the soldiers, and for the coun-
try also. Comparing the position in 1915-16
with the position to-day, wve find that there
is now a revenue larger by approximately
£1,200,000; and this Parliament and the
Government are not acting fairly to
the State in not,- trying to keep
revenue and expenditure more closely
in accord. We cannot go on piling
up deficits of £500,000 or £600,000 year
after year. When the present Minister for
Mlines was Treasurer of this State, he got
nowhere near that amount; and we were
told then that we ought to be in jail foe
our reckless tastes. We were informed re-
peatedly that our proceedings were detri-
mental to the welfare of -the country and
that we ought to be brought before the court
and tried. The present Treasurer has about
a million and a quarter more revenue than
the Treasurer of 1916-16 had, and the pre-
sent Treasurer's deficit is double that of
1915-16. 'Moreover, as I have stated here
before,, at the end of 1915-16 the Labour
Government ball mone in accounts outstand-
ing than would have covered their deficit.
In the face of those facts the present Gov-
ernment, though unable to keep the finances
more even, say, "Everything in the garden

is lo'vely.' 'We are -all right. The London
inaheters arei offering us money; they are
trying to force it on us." But the Govern-
Ihent have not yet told -ug what that offer
me~ant. I spent a few weeks in England,
and I left London with the 'impiession that
this 'State will not get much out -of Great
Britain iniless we pay for it dearly.

The: Premier: The terms were more than
- avourable. -

Hon. _W. C. ANGWIN: My impression is
that if one waftts a sovereign from English
people one must give them 25s. in return.

Mr. Teesdale: The only State with any
creditl in London is Western Australia.

HoN~W. C. ANGW1N: I am not going
-to say that. The hon. member was in Lon-

don when the last loan Was floated. I admit
it was floated on very favourable terms.
But the 'Press attacked Western Australia
in the same way as it attacked Queensland.
The London financiers are probably in a
jiositioni to say whether this State shall
have money or shall not. Australians have
not had fair play at the hands of the
British Government since the termination
of the war. Everything that they have
purchased from Australia has been paid for
at, lower rates than they have paid for
whatever they have procured from other
parts of the world. I do not say that as
coming from myself. We need dnly refer
to the "British Australasian" and to the
utterances of such men as Sir Thomas Mac-
krenzie, the formedr High Commissioner for
New, Zealand. This gentleman was one of
the best representatives Australasia ever
had in London. He was always prepared to
fight the battles of New Zealand and Auii-
tralia. He never allowed anything that
might be considered detrimental to our in-
terests to pass without taking steps to re-
pudiate what had been said, He fought
hard' for New Zealand and Australasian in-
terests and he can well be said to have been
regarded as the mnost important Australian
who - has occupied an official position in
London for many years past. Sir Thae.
Mackenzie told the British Government
straight out that their actions' would have
to he altered. He pointed out that New
Zealand was selling meat to the British
Government at 4V4 d. per lb. and butter at
.Is, 7d. per lb., while they were paying con-
siderably higher prices for those commodi-
ties to other nations of the world. The
action of the Ministry for Food was, "We
have the ships, you hav e the goods; you can
take our offer or leave it." That, too, was
the position so far as Australia was con-
erned. Then again, it was the sme in
regard to wheat, The Ministry for Food in
England had the ships and we had the
goods and we had to accept what the 'y
offered us, Sir Thos. Mackenzie told them
on one occasion that while they were selling
butter at IS. 734d., the Ministry for Food
in England was paying for. Danish butter
no less -than 3s. and- over. I will quote
some of the statements which were mnade
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-by S 'i Thos. Mplkezie in London in re-
gard to these matters. In one sttemnent
hie said-

I 'do not wish to be charged with
Jingilism bstrikizng too often tile In-

peflal note, bpt mq~py will with me de-
plore an arringbqment under which a
British bominiou is expected to conclude
a bargain in biotter 6n greatly inferior
terms to thome offered 'to a foreign
country.

Later on Sir Thomas Mackenzie said-
One of the bones of contention of the

New Zealand producer was thiat the Min-
istry of Food has taken advantage ,of the
cheap rate at 'which he. sold his peat in
order to pay much greater prices to
foreign competitors and the British
f armer.

I could quote many extracts fromt that
gentleman's speech to show that he en-
deayoured to do his utmost for the far out
Dom iniona and to see that they got a fair
price for their produce. The result of the
action of the Ministry for Food in England
was that meat, butter, and other goods were
stored and went bad. The companies in-
terested spent considerable Sums of money
for the purpose of maintaining their good
names with the snaikets of the old world,
and their identity became lost. The British
Government purchased from the Continental
and American 'markets at higher prices. The
meat which was sold to them by New Zea-
land for 4%d. per lb. was disposed of in
London up to 28.

Mr. Nairn: What did it cost to get the
meat and butter there?

H on. W. C. ANOWIN: It cost 1id, per
lb. to get butter there.-

Mr. Nairn: During war time?
Hon. W. C.. ANGWIN: This has happened

since the war.
Mr. Underwood: If you do not send -meat

there, where will you send it
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have no objec-

tion to sending, the meat there, but I do say
that there should not be favoured people, or
if anybody should be favoured it should be
the people of the Dominioan. We must have
markets for our meat. Because a -large num-
ber of our people volunteered to. fight the
battles of the Empire, it is not right that the
relatives who have been left behind should
be penalised by having to accept reduced
prices for their products, while America and
other countries are receiving higher pnices.
I have merely mentioned these matters to
show that Australia and New Zealand are
not likely to get anything for nothing. We
will have to pay ha~ndsomely for everythng
we get.

Mr. Underwood: Where will you send the
meat,

Hon. P. Collier: No one objects to sending
it to England.

Bon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
pilbara wants to know where we will send
our meat. I will quote another extract from

Sir Thomas Mackenzie 's speech which shows

thit the desire of New Zealand is to send
mfeat t6 hingland. This is what he says-

The desire of New Zealanders to give
the benefit of low prices to the consuming

])ublic here was countered by the action of

th food coatr-oller, who, for reasons b)est
knew. to himsel*, pooled supplies-snd sold
at a flat rate. 'Therefore the lower the
price at which he could purchase New
Zeaated meat merely enabled him to pay
a higher rate to the American and the
British farmer, and the public did not
get the direct benefit.

We want to sell our meat to the public of
England and we want them to consume it.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.],

Mr. Pickering: That was uinder abnormal
conditions.

Hon. W. C. ANOWTN: The bon. -member
who has interjected was one of the first to
raise his volce at the guaranteed price of 5s.
per bushel for wheat. If we had been given
a lair rri':e for that commodity we should
have had 7s. 61l. for it, the same which the
British Government were willing to pay the
American Governmtent f or that commodity.
That is the kind of thing T strongly object
to.

The Minister for Mines: You have not
quoted the correct position. The British
Government have not paid more for similar
products front other nations. That is what
you are implying.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I ath quoting what
Sir Thomas Mackenzie stated. I did not' in-
tend to road the whole of his remarks, bat
for the information of the Minister I may
read a little more. This deals with butter
and is what Sir Thoma" Mackenzie said.'

The Minister for Mines: When was the
statement made, and what period did it
covert

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: The statement was
made in February-

The offer was a great deal below the
world's parity prices. At that time the
Ministry asserted that plentiful supplies
could be obtained from other' sources and
the Home Government having control of
shipping could adopt a "Take it or leave
it attitude." The price paid lNhw Zea-
land was Is. 71/ad. per lb. A 'long time
ago they had to pay 2s. 6id. for Danish
and in January last made a contract with
the Danes at a price of 3s. per lb. and he
noted that the Imperial Goverimnent had
bought butter at 2s. 8d. per lb. in Canada.

That was the poqition; The British Govern-
ment had] ships to control the situation just
as they liked, and the cool storage works in
Australia were packed and it was not pos-
sible to kill further. It was the same in
New Zealand. The British Government bav-
ing purchased elsewhere, the Australian pro-
duce remained here.

The Minister for Mines: You said that
the British Government paid a higher price
for the products of other nations.

Hon. T. Walker: They pooled the price,
which enabled them to pay more.
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H1on. W. C. ANOWIN: I will read again,
for the benefit of the -Minister, the remarks
of Sir Thomas Mackenzie. I have already
quoted them as his anid not mine. He said-

One of the bones of contention of the
New Zealand producer was 'tat the Min-
istry of Food has taken advantage of the
cheap rate at which lie sold his mneat in
order to pay much greater prices to
foreign competitors and the British
farnier.
Mr. Pickering: Have you seen any reply

to that?
Hoii. W. C. AINOWIN:. Yes, I have it

here. I do not again want to read that
which I have already told the Rlouse. The
"'British Australasian" stated that there
was no reply to Sir Thomas Mkckenzie. I
mention this to show that, so far as Eng-
land is concerned, I do not think Australia
will get any advantage over other contries.
The tread of feeling there to-day, it appears
to me, is that they regard us as being tori
far away. They think we are an ignorant
lot of Pople, but -we are known because -we
bare sonmc gbod soldiers. For anything we
-want we shall have to pay through- the nose.

M~r. Tesdale: Oh -no! What would we
have done with our wool and our whieat but
f or Englandl All this would have rotted on
the wharves had it not been for England
-coming to our help.

Hfon. W. C. ANGWIN: That might have
been so.

Mfr. M~unsie: Why did they not help us
to the same extent as they helped Canada,
and give us the same price?

Mr. Teesdale: Take the distance into
consideration.

Mr. SPEAKERR:. Order! Hon. members
cannot argue.

Hfon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will not attempt
to pit m~y knowledge of the position against
that put forward by the High Commissioner
-fr New Zealand. Hon. members know of
the invitation that was extended to the
Agents General and the High Commissioner
by the Port of London authorities, in con-
nection with cool storage, on the 21st and
22nid February last, and know also of the
strong comments that were made as to the
treatment Australia and New Zealand had
been getting in regard to their produce. It
is true we got a good price for our wool,
and I have seen since in the Press here that
the wool growers of Australia di&r not expect
that return. The wool growers of Australia
obtained a fair price but the British Gov-
ernment -were not content, and -made several
maillion. pounds out of the deal, at the very
-time when the people of England were in
-want of clothes to wear.

11r. Wilson: How many millions were
raid?

Mdr. Teesdale: They made 8 million pounds
-profit, and 4 million from Australia.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The Australian
. wool grower was satisfied with that price.

Mr. Thomson: Oh, no.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: According to the

3reports, they were.

[7]-

Mr Thomson: No, they objected strongly
to the price.

lion. WT. C. ANGWN: The large growers
did nt expect -to get so much returned to
themi. The British Government made ain
increased prtofit, bat the people of England
had to pay the increased price.

Tile M1inister for Mines interjected.
Hon. W. C. ANGWDJL: There is this dif-

ference. In the one'-ease when an additional
price was charged half of it came back to
the -producer. In the other case the comi-
plaint has been that the money was used for
the purpose of paying an increased price
elsewhere.

Mr. Pickering. There must have been.
some reason for it.

Mr. Munsie: They held the ships, nd
could make us sell at. whatever price they
liked..

Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: I can let the han.
member see the speech to which 1 have re-
ferred. I notice there is a complete chanige
so far as the policy of immigration for Aus-
tralia is concerned, owing to the ni-range-
inents that have beent made in Mkelbourne
for bringing immigrants to this country. 1
have seen the report of the conference which
took place in Melbourne on 21st May when
the Minister for Mines was present, and aijo
the report of the conference on 30th July
-when neither the Premier nor the Minister
for Mines was present. According to the re-
ports the whole of the officers in connection
with the Immigration Department in Lon-
don have been taken over by the Common-
wealth. So far as the State is concerned, as
an immigration. ottie, it ceases to exist. The
only thing that remains for the future is a
couisultation with the High Commissioner
and Agents General in regard to the passages
that may be required for immigrants Mo come
to Australia. I will read the latest report
as given to the public. This shows that the-
joint immnigration scheme decided upon pio-
vides that the Commonwealth Government
shall procure immigrants asked f or by the
States, the Agents General acting in consul-
tation with the High Commissioner for Aus-
tralia. The responsibility of the State will
begin when the immigranits arrive in Ail-
tralia, There is no responsibility according
to this so far as the States are concerned
until the immigrant arrives here. 'The re-
port goes on to say that a beginning is to
be made with the scheme as soon as the
Commonwealth Government have completed
the administrative arrangements, including
the taking over of the State offices end or-
ganisations already in existence. It is neces-
sary for the Government to be careful in -
this matter of immigration. I believe that
the Agent General's. office belonging to this
State, and as at present constituted, is fully
alive to the position, but my opinion is that
we are not going to get the -immigrants in
their thousands as anticipated.

The Minister for Mines: There will be a
thousand of hem up to November.
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Ron. W. 0. ANGWIN: I do not say we
shall not get that thoutsand, but I do say
that number will be as many as we shall get
for a long time to come. Wages in England
to-day are about on a par with what they
are in Australia. 1

Mr. Thomson: Living is cheklper out here.
Hon. W. C. ANGWTIN: There is very little

difference between living out here and living
in England. I could live cheaper in Corn-
wall than I could in Fremantle.

Mr. Thomrson: Perhaps you lived with re-
latives.

Hon,. W. C. ANOWIN: I am speaking
about the cost of the goods. A certain class
of people will at all times migrate to other
parts of the world, and we shall get some
of those whether there is immigration going
on or not. If, however, we do not watch
very carefully we shall be drawing upon the
dregs of the large towns of England . The
best mcii of England will remain there.
They will be kept there by the British peo-
ple, if it is possible to do so. There are
200,000 tradesmen short in England to-day.

Mr. Thomson: We are short of them out
here, too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJIN: We shall never get
these men here. We shall niiver get car-
penters here to work for 16s. a dlay when
they now receive 18g. in England. We shall
never get farm labourers here at 25s. a week
when they are getting £,2 2 s. a week in Eng-
land.

The Colonial Secretary: That is £2 29.
with board.

Hon. W. C. ANd-WIN: I noticed the other
day that the Ugly Men's Association bad
waited upon the road boards, and stated that
they expected the farmers to pay 25s. a week
for thei- labourers.

The Honorary Minister: That is only in
connection with the training of men.

Honl. AV. C. AINGWIN: There will, be a
great difficulty in getting farmers at 25s.
a week and their keep.

Mr. Thomson: There are not too many
here.

Mr-. Green: There was an advertisement in
the paper the other day for a strong- boy at
1s. a.week to go on a farm.

Hon. W. 0. ANd-WIN: In my opinion the
employees are better off financially in Eng-
land than they would be in Australia. Very
rightly the British Government, owing to the
great loss of nmanhood, particularly young
m~anlhood, during the last five years desire to
keep their best men in England for the pur-
pose of dealing with the industries of the
country. I am sure, therefore, that we are
not going to have any emigration from the
British Isles.

-The Minister for Mines: 'We do not object
if England wants thenm.

HRon. W. C. ANd-WIN: Then we shall have
to. look elsewhere for our immigration policy.

The Minister for Mines: I would rather
wait.

Hon. W. C. ANd-WIN: It will be neces-
sary to wait a long while. I recently read

a statement by Sir Kingsley Wood, M.P.,
private secretary 'to the' Minister for Health
in England. He said that the demand in
England so far as industries were concerned.
had never been as great as it is at present.
Sixty thousand tradesmen in the building
trade were killed and thousands of others
were incapacitated and would never be
able to follow their old employment. They
are building workers' homes in England
almost in every corporation and munici-
polity. The London County Council have
advertised for a loan of seven millions, five
million pounds of which is to be used in
the building of homes. Every corporation
in England is compelled by thke action
of the Government to provide additional
housing accommodation. Repeatedly one
sees in the country districts large placards
asking the people to invest in the loans of
the corporations or municipalities for the
building of houses. There are, however, no
tradesmen to employ to build them. In this
country there will be great difficulty in get-
ting tradesmen from the British Isles to meet
the loss we have sustained herd. There is
also a large demand for farmers throughout
England. I have known cases where farm
workers,'who, a few years ago, were content
to work for 12g. or i~s. a week, now want
9s. or Ifis. a day. The minimum wage for a
farm labourer is £2 2s. a week for eight hours
a day.

The Colonial Secretary: And foodW
Hon. W. 0. ANd-WIN: They do not get

their food. In that respect they are on the
same basis as they were before, having their
own house and garden, etc., to live os.

Mr. Foley: If they get £2 2s. a week are
their conditions better than they would be if
they 'worked out here? -

Hon. W. C. ANd-WIN: Yes. With £2 29.
a week for eight hours a day and a house
and garden they are better off. And in
addition to that, they get extra pay for
overtime and Is. 3d. p5er hour for Sundays.
I hope tire Govrnmnent will be able to get
population, for it is necessary that our emnpty
spaces should be filled, not only for our own
protection, but to meet our groat and growing
debt. It is only population which can do
that. But I am very much afraid we are not
going to get that population in the numbers
predicted prior to the close of the war.
There are in England a few men with money
to invest, who no doubt will come out and
take up land; but the -y will require labour as
wvell as money, 'and Just now I am dealing
with the farm labourer, not with. the capital-
ist. 'Without labour to work his land the
capitalist will be helpless.

Mr. fluff: Arc we well advertised' at
Home?

Hon. W. C. ANd-WIN: Yes, Australia was
never before so well known in England as
she is to-dlay. Then we wvant not only farm
labourers, but thousands of miners. We can-
not get thenm. The miners at Home know
Kalgoorlie. They can tell -one all about 'Cue
and Day Dawn, and when one says to them,



"YoWenn-get 13K. 4d:'day'in Kalgoorlie,'
they 'sly, "IBut We 'are hot going to pay -a'
140 Tfare in 'order to earn-'li3s. 4d. a' day.$)'
Th4 can get £l per day in A-merica.-

The Miiter ko:. Mines?' The *Un milders,
yes..-

Ron. W. Ci. ANOGWISN: I mention- this to
show the position amongst the workers...
Workers will not come to Australia unless.
they Coipe to improve their condition;,they
are not all tools in the Old.Country. At all
events I hope the Premier -will be successf ul.
in his immigration -policy, but I want to imo-
press upon him that the men in. the towns
bave been mostly brouight up in secondary
industries, and large numbers of them have
families. We require some men with. S am-
ilies, but having got them it will. be. necessary
to make some provision. for their boys and
girls after leaving .schooL., What we 54ffcr
from in Western Australia to day is the lack
of secondary industries. I do not think that
under existing conditions'-we shall get man~y
secondary industries on any larg scale. There
can be no doubt that those who voted for
Federation threw away the status of this
State in respect of secondary industries. An-y
person who comes out to Australia to start
a large manufacturing industry goes to East-
ern Australia, and Melbourne and Sydney
reap the advantage. We have now a large
market which no doubt will be an inducement
to some enterprising men to open up facltories
in Australia. But Western Anstralia is on
one side, and there is no hope f or Western
Australian secondary industries unless the
Coverument themselves step in. If we can-
not get private people to establish secondary
industries, the Govern:ment ought to make aW
effort in that direction.. in 1906 or 1907 the
present Premier inserted in the Agricultural
Bank Act a provision that the .Agricultural
Bank trustees should advance moneys for the
purpose of purchasing agricultural machinery
manufactured in Western Australia. At the
time every hon. member thought the pro-
vision 'would lie benieficial to Western Aits-
tralia and that private enterprise would
take advantage of it and -open up implement
works in this State, But what was done?
An endeavour was made to evade the provi-
sion by manufacturing the machines in the
Eastern States and sending the parts here
to be assembled. lit proved conclusively that
there was no possibility of having implement
works established in this State by private
enterprise, not even under the special privi-
leges provided in the Agricultural Bank Act.
The same remarks will apply to other second-
ary industries in this State. Not all the bdys
of the State can be miners or farmers.
We have hoys in the City becoming
loafers on the streets, forming gangs, for
the reason that they have, nothinig else to
do. I~n all probability many of them are
already niined for life. Why I Becan'se
there is scarcely a place in Western Aus-
tralia where one can indenture a boy to
learn a trade. For the advancemtent of the
youth of this counitry it is necessary that

the 'Govdrninent should take steaps -tbwards
building up' scedndary- industries -for -the
produc-tion o6f the ' ,requiieutents - of the
State, and -even: for' expot' if necegsaijr. The
difference which for sa-~lontg existed between
the, wages paid 'in the Old- Couhtryv and
those paid in; Australia baa' -now ' alniest
passed away. ' If 'any thing, we are paying
lower wages here- than, are being paid in
the' Old World. "This- niicant that' if fuure
Australia -will be better able to obsopete in
the world's 'marketsi Too much stre8i' can-
not be mid up'ou the fact that thbse' who
think of maakig homes in a new" conntry
have 'to 'consider primarily the advantage
of theii fauiilids. 'Unless they can 'advant-
age their fnamilies iby bringing them here,
they will not be ready to migrate from the
flamue land:' I ho-pe' the Premier will look
into that suggestibna for the establishment
of secondary industries. He himself initi-
&ted the movemtent ii 1967, although it is
true no advantage was taken of his offer
and.- in conseque ,nce, the Government had to'
'stkrxt implement works themselves. I w".
mnuch interested in the speech of the mem-
ber I or Kimberley (Mr. DUTrck). I have
always been led to believe that in the North
we had some of the best -pastoral areas of
the. Commonwealth. Yet, according to the
member for Kiinberley, it is not so when
we take' into 0onsideration the, drought
which -prevails for a great portion of the
year.

Mr. Underwood: There is no drought.
Hon. 'W, C. A-NG-WIN:. The Ihan. member

said that from Mt;roh or April to November
or even December there was -no rain.

Mr. Underwood:. That is merely dry
weather.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, it is uext
door to a drought.

Mr. Underwood: N' o, there is a difference.
Hon. W. C. ANGWEN: The hon. member-

-went on. to say that if one came further
south the dry period extended sometimes up
to two years.

Mr. Underwood:- No.
Iron. W. A1 ANGWIN: This is what tbe

hion. member said-
We bave rainless periods-

I withdraw that word "drought."'
We have rainless periods from March

or April to October or even November or
December. If one comes south of the-
Kimber 'leys one -Rnds periods of 18
months and even two years without rain.

That was the statement made by the bon.
member. If that is correct, some of us have
been barking up the wrong tree. If those
disastrous dry seasons occur, are We justi-
fied in sending people there to invest their
capital in opening np the country.

Mr. ruderwood: Absolutelyl
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope- that' is

right.'
The Minister lot Mines: lIlt may not bb

waterless merely because there happensr to-
be no rain.
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Ron. W. C. ANGwIN: No, because sub-
terranean water may be available. The bon.
member also pointed out what they have to

contend with up there, as for instance the
depredations of white ants and' other pests
from which, the pioneers in other parts of
Australia are relatively free, Ile said that
in -Northern Queensland they did not suiffer
from these pests to anything like the same
degree as was experienced in the -Kimber-
Jeys. Still comparing our North with
Queensland, the hon. member pointed out'
that the soil of Northern Queensland was
particularly rich, an advantage lacking in
the Northern parts of our State. It shows
clearly that some of us have been misin-
formed ii-. regard to our owa North. I trust
that the hon. member is quite wrong. Also,
f hope that his remarks were not induced
by 'an iten in the Governor's Speech re-
lating to a foreshadowed Bill to amend the
provisions of the Land Act regarding the
pastoral leases. But I wish to go a littl6
further. Recently a Parliamentary visit
was made to the N'orth. I have unsuccess-
fully endeavoured to find out how many,
nimbers went. The leader of the Countryv
party the other day told us that he was
there. Apparently he was ashore for a few
minutes. He -tells an entirely different
story from that told by the member for
Kimberley.

Mr. Thirack: He was speaking from the
pastoral pocint of view, whereas I spoke in,
rospect of agriculture.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWVIN: The member for
Avon said he had been in Queensland, and
he referred to two stations which be bad
visited, one in Queensland and one in our
North. Ie declared that the soil's of West-
ern Australia lacked noting whatever for
pastoral purposes. So there are two gentle-
nien who have been to the North, one who
has been there for years and the other faor
three minutes; the one says the soil up there
is rich, the other declares that it is poor.
Which are we to believe?

Sitting suspenlded from 6.15 to 7.30 P.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIIN: Before tea I was
* poihlting out the differences of opinion in re-
gard to the North-West portion of the
State. We had the opinion of one gentle-
man who has been many years. in the Kimi-
berleys and also, I believe, in Queensland,
-and the opinion of another gentleman who
has been in Queensland and, I think, in the
North-West of this State, though he was
there for only a little time. The one contra-
dicts the other. Unless one has been there
and seen for himself, it is difficult to decide
what action should be taken to develop that
country. The only thing I can suggest to
overcome the difficulty is that the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. .Angelo). induce the Gov-
ernmenat to arrange for a Parliamentary
party to visit the North.

The Premier: if you will all go, we shall
send you -next week- -

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: I trust the mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Harrigon) is right in the
opinion he expressed. From information I
have gleaned during occasional Conversations
with the member -f or Pilbara (Mr. Uader-
w7ood), I am ~inclined to think that we have
a great heritage ia the northern part of the
State, one that will be of great benefit to -the
State eventitally, and when developed will be
of immense benefit to Australia as a whole.
Some references have been made regarding the
sale'of wheat- to New South Wales. Like the
leader 'o the Opposition, I believe a contract
was entered into,. and I hope that the Gov-
ernment will not waste much of the coun-
try's funds in trying to prove that there was
no contract, because I believe they will go,
down. -I have in my hand a copy of the
'"Farmers and Settlers' Bulletin,'" pub-
lished in Adelaide, This numnber bears the
date of the 2 nd August, and it deals with
this wheat deal from a different aspect from
anything I lave seen before,

The Premier: Naturally it does. The-
more New South Walds gets from us, the
less New South Wales will want from South
X~ustralia,

Hon. W. C. ANdWIN: South Australia.
is supplying at 7s. 8d. per bushel, and the.
farmers there are also complaining of the
deal.

Mr. Thomson: They were tied; we were
not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: JI will read this
article for the information of hod,. members.
It gives a very clear expression of the case
and,1 if it is correct, the Government are
hound to go down in any attempt to prove-
that there was no contrat-

Representatives of the Farmers and
Settlers' Association have -recently had
two interviews with the Wheat Harvest
Board desiring to ascertain, among other
things, the reason why New South Wales
is being supplied with wheat by the other-
States in the Commonwealth -pool at 7s, 8d.
per bushel fLo.b at shipping port, It has
been ascertained that s 'ales are not being,
made at the rate of Ts. 8d. at the present
time, but that the -wheat being supplied
to feedl New South Wales, Queensland and
Tasmania was purchased on behalf of the
Governments of those States in January
last at 7s. 8d. per bushel, which price was
then, approximately, its value for sale
oversea. The 'Australian Wheat Doawd,
and particularly the four reores-entatives
of the farmers on that board desired, at
that time, to see the major portion of the
quantity available, and intimated to the
Governments, while in conference, that
they thought the wheat would be sold
overseas, unless purchased by the reapee-
five Governments for the people of As-
traia.
Mr. Thomson:, Who gave the board 's re-

presentative authority to sell?
.Hon. W. C. ANGWIN! I do not know. If

the hon. member employed an agent and that
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agent acted for him, he would be bound to
abide by the agent's decision.

Mr. Thomson: He had no authority to sell.
M1r. SPBAICER: Order!
Hon. W.C. ANGWIN: He had authority

to deal with the wheat. The article con-
tinues-

The Contract was therefore entered into,
the Board agreeing to sell, and the Gov-
erment agreeing to buy the quantity re-
quired in the several States until the next
harvest is available. The quantity was
stated as approximately 30,000,000 bush-
els. Hence it is incorrect to suppose that
,sales have been made by the Board at 7s.
8d. in recent months, when the overgea
price had materially advanced. As a mat-
ter of fact the wheat being sold to millers
and others in any part of Australia, is be-
ing sold on behalf of the owners of that
wheat, viz., the Governments who bought
it in January last at its then value. Had
overea prices receded instead of advanc-
ing, the Government .would still 'have had
to pay the price agreed, viz., 7s. 84. per
bushel. Now that the position is thus made
clear, shareholders of the pool will be able
to understand the position, and will pro-
bably be satisfied that a fair and proper
transaction was effected at that time.
Mir. Thomson: Who is the writer of that

articleI
lion. W. C. ANGWIN: The article appears

under "Wheat Notes" in the Warmers and
Settlers' "Bulletin" printed in Adelaide. It
is a farmers' paper, putting the position be-
fore the farmers and settlers there.

M4r. Thomnson: Their representatives ad-
mitted that they sold the wheat, but we say
ours did not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This puts the case
-very, Clearly. It shows that if the price of
wheat had gone down, the Government of
New South Wales, under that arrangement
would have been bound to pay the Ts. 8d.
a bushel, and the same price appears to hold
good now that the value has incereased. The
article shows clearly that the representatives
of Western Australia were present, and mast
have concurred in this agreement made with
the other States.

Mr. Thomson: But the growers' represen-
tive had no authority to sell.

Eon. W. C. ANGWIN: In all irobahility
the Government will go to heavy expense to
bring this matter before the courts. Law
costs run into a considerable amount of
money, and I think the Government should
look into the position before becoming par-
ties to any lawsuit. This statement is defin-
ite, clear, and. precise. I have not seen the
-position expressed more clearly in any paper.
I agree with the leader of the Opposition thh±t
-the Contract was definitely fixed.

Mr. Thomson: If you had any doubt in
-your mind, would you fight it or not?

Hon, W., C. ANGWIN: There is no doubt
on 'the case as presented by this paper,

Mr. Thomson: But you are taking the
South Australian view.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, the represen-
tatives referred to must have included those
trom this state.

Mr. Thomson:- The growers' representative
bad no power to 6ell.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Wheat Board
consists of representatives of the Govern-
ments and of the growers, and the principal
has to carry out a contract made by his agent
or representative. I wish to Compliment the
Minister for Works on his purchase of
the sawmills from the South-West Hewers'
Society. In. doing so, he undoubtedly did a
good thing so far as the State is concerned.
A company had applied for the transfer of
these leases and the purchase of the mills,
and I stated that the company was a bogus
company. It was a company formed for tho
purpose of giving a large Uimber combine an
opportunity to get an increased area. It
was done in en underhand manner. I do
not know where the Minister got his inf or-
mation, but he must be pretty cute to have
found out about this company. The inf or-
mation evidently satisfied him that it was in
the beat interests of the State that larger
areas should not be extended to the com-
panies who for many years havie held great
timber areas in this State. The Giovernment
are to be congratulated on having purchased
the mill under such conditions. The Min-
ister, in replying to the leader of the Op-
position, failed to realise the objection which
had been raised to the purchase. The leader
of the Opposition certainly agreed that the
State should have this mill. His objection
was that Parliament was not Consulted be-
fore the purchase Was made, more especially
by a Government including the present Min-
ister for Education. I will read an extract
from one of bis speechps.

Mr. Thomson - You are getting on to him
for what you did every day wheix you were
in office.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN.: It was -quite right
for the Government at that time to do so
-for they had never condemned other people
for doing it. They are not condemning
other people to-day for having made the
purchase, but for having failed to practise
the beliefs they urged when we were in office.
To condemn one man. for doing a thing and
then to do it oneself, practically' the next
day, is over the oddh At the time the
"Kangaroo" nwas purchased there was a
good deal of controversy, not only in this
House, but in another place. The purchase
of the "Kangaroo' was only an extension
of the shipping service, and was a case ex-
actly on all fours with the purchase of the
sawniifs-an extension of trade. Consequently
we can compare both deals. Mr. Colebatch,
when speaking in the Council on 23rd No-
vember, 1915, endeavoured to prevent the
purchase of this ship by moving an amrend-
ment to the Supplementary Loan Bill, "That
in the item Steamships '£200,000' be struck
out and '£5,000' he inserted in lieu there-
of." This was for the vessel which was
purchased at a cost of £140,000, which has
earned in book profits £320,000 odd, and for

161



162 LASSEMBLY.]

wihthe Government 12 months ago refused
noffer of £280000.

Mr. Thornsonl: You lli be satisfied if the
sawmills 'turn out as well.

Hon. W. U. ANGWflI: They will turn
out all right under the present management.
The late Mr. Cullen had moved an amiend-
ment to reduce the amount of £200,000 to
£140,000, and suggested that I. Colebatch
should alter his amendment accordingly.
Mr. Colebatch, according to ''Mansard,''
page 2688, said-

. J am sorry I cannot accept the sugges-
tion1  If the Committee des ires to stulti-
fy itself I cannot prevent it, but I will
not be a pnrty to it. Something similar
tio what has happened on this occasion
took place in 1912, when this Chamber ae.
cepted the responsibility of amending the
Address-jn-reply on this same question,
namely, the purchase 'by the Government
without authorisation, of stea~hships. The
amendment was-' That. all the 'words
after 'Sovereign' be struck out with a
view to, inserting 'and to protest against
,qxpenditure incurred by Your ilxcellency 'a
.Ainisters without an Act of Appropriation,
such procedure being derogatory to the
,principles of Parliament and subversive of
t he Constitution.'"1 Is it to be suggested
tat , we could carry an extreme regolntion

,of that kind on1 One day, and two or three
years ,gaterwards, 4hen th aetIng
comes up again, make no attempt to stop
itT

That is Air. Colebatch, one of the 'members
of the Ministry that*- extended the State
Siwmills. Againi, he stated-

Are we 'going to endorse the action. of
the Government in violating the Constitu-
tionI

'Ta s'r. Colebateh. We find that the
violation of,'shall I siay, law and order corn -
.rtted by- the, Government of 1915 is
Junitated by the Qovernmd~nt Qf 1920. In
ibhe one instanhe. it is a violation of thle
* Vnstitution; 1.ni the 6ther instance it; is a
pjrfectly' honest and straightfor'axd andl
constitutional action. Two different sets

,of people do ,exactly ,'the same thing: one
. shpuld be in 'gaol, while the other should
enjoy liberty.

The Minister for Works : Your friends
started a State entei'prise. 'I simply ex-
fended one.

Hon. W_ C. ANOWIN : No 'doubt we
would have done exactly the same as the
Minister for Workcs has dune had we been
in office. However, the posi tion is as I 'hive
stated. The other day I found it neessary
to put a few quiestions regarding tie
"(WangaroolP to the Minister controlling the
State Steamship Service. The answers given
to iny qucstion~s were perfectly- correct up
to the fourth answer, and I am very sorry
to, say that those wvho supplied the answer
to my fourth query misled the Minister, and

.,through him the House. Whoever put up
that answer has put up a wrong answer and
has misled this Chamber. The question was

whether the Government had not decided
to sell the I'Kanga-rooq)' I say the Govern-
nient did decide to sell the " Kangaroo/1'
thoagh they say they did not so decide. T
have here a book of which the Minister for
* 'orks has already seen a copy, It ia Olhe
rep 'or t of' the Agent General fur Western
Australia for the yeir ended the 30th June,
1919. That report contains these words-

With regard to the negotiations for the
sale of 'the 4c~nngaroo,"' I learnt froin
the Ministry for Shipping that there was,
an oppor~tunity of securing an exceptioii-

a9ls' favourable offer for the ship from
treigp buyers. I accordingly cabled the
O'overument asking if the vessel were for
sale, and on reciving a reply in the
affirniative I imimediately opened up.
,negotiations witb several prospective
foreign buyers, with the result that after
two mnonts' -work 'I obtained a-firm offer
of £;280,00.0, which I at once cabled to
the Government. The Government-, how-
ever,,'atedled, in view of the difficulty of'
r6l~Iacing the ship, that it was advisable
to decline the offer.

And yet I wras informed that the Govern-
meat bad never (lecided to sell the "tKanga-
roo."1 . I say whoever put up that answer led
the Minister astray and led the House
astray.

.The Minister for Works: Whoever put tip
that answer declined the fim offer.

H~on. W. C. ANGWIN: But I asked
ailother question-

Did the expert shipping autbority ex-
press surprise that the Government did
not accept the o7ffer, it being £100,000 in
excess of that anticipated, owing to the
condition of the engines and owing to the
sp~ed of th'e ship being only nine knots?

I now 'quote again from the samne report of
t'be Ateat General-

So far as shipping circles here were
con~erned, they were considerably sur-
pri'sed at the b~ig price offered, one emnin-
' nt English authority valuing her at
£1I80,000 to 'British bnyers, this valuation
being determined to t ome, extent by the
fact that the "'Kangaroo" was only a i'inie
'iiot 'vessel, and her Diesel engines. being
of the earliest type, the later desigiis
bein1 g considered more reliable nand

eetive.

' The Miister ior Works: The ''Kangaroo"
had 'a lot of'-vefy favourable engage ments,
'which had to be conside'red.

ken, *W. C. ANGWIN: I do not think she
had many at that time.

Mr., Thomson: Do you suggest that she
should have been sold then?

Hron. WV. C. ANOWIN: Yes, because the
"Kangaroio" is not suitable for the small
ports of the North-West. She was originall~y
purchbased for the meat industry, and one
boat cannot do all the work of the North-
West. The £280,000 offered for the "Kan-
garoo" would have nearly -purchased two
vessels.
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Mr. Thomson:. What was the original
price of the 'TRangaroo''?

Hion. W. C. ' ANGWIN: She cost an in-
surawe company £14:0,000. - The vessel has
ue ~er cost this State a penny. This
is the old taamp whose purchase the
Njinister for Education tried to have
struck out of the Loan Estimates. It
wviil be admnitted. that there is at least one
good act ion to .the credit of the Labour Gov-
ernment, the purchase. of the ''Eangaroo.''
'I'hie Labour Governmuent have done 100 good
actions, and 99 of them my be denied, but
this _particular good action cannot be denied.
While in England I took the opportunity to
mnake -soin inquiries regarding the manage-
ineut of hospitals for tbe insane there, and I
an- more convinced than ever that it would
-hc a good thing for this State to adopt the
System atfsmanagemlenit by- boards. I visited
an institution 'in Cornwall, about 20 milch
from Plymouth, and disenssed the manage-
ment with the secretary. -The information I
obtained from him strengthened my faith in
the board system of management, and several
doctors -with whom I have spoken on the sub-
ject since my return to Western Anstralia
have expressed thctns~lves as -agreeing that
the board system of mnagement is better.
I asked the secretary of the English institnl-
tibn. ''Do you ever punish an inmate?" He
replied, ''What do you men by punishing
an inmiate?" I said, "Suppose an inmate
kicked the doctor or an attendant, would yon
pnt hini on breadl and water for a week!"'
-The secretary replied, "Certainly not.' We
never punish any inmiate of this plnce5 because
every patient here is regardled as insane and
therefore not responsible. for his actions. If
one of us-no matter who it n-as, from the
doctor downwards-had punished an. inmate
in that -way, his place would have been vacant
very soon after the board ni.'' Another ira-
prev-enent there' relates to the detention of
patients. Every ease of detention is consid-
ered by the hoard. If the relatives or friends
of -an innmate -desire to get him out of the in
stitution, they approach the board, and are
asked to attend a meeting of the board. Then
the board inquire bs to whether the friends
Or relatives. are in a position to boook after
the inmate if hie is let out; and thereupon
the matter is discussed by the board with the
medical officer. If the boaLrdarrine at the con-
elusion that die friends or relatives are able
to look after the patient he is handed over
to them,- Another improvement is that the
English institutions allow their patients more
liberty -than we do here. I did not go thr6ughL
the institution I visitedl, because a large num-
ber of patients were coming out at the time.
I saw several hundredo of patients, men and
women, going out of the gates into the -town
nnd into the country, accompanied by only a
very few attendants. In England it is
recognised that the more liberty given to
patients, the better for them. They say in
England that the system of confining patients
betweeni four walls is utterly obsolete, en-
tirely -a thing of the past. The inspection in
Engeland is rather stricter than here. It was

stated last session that Commissioners in
Lunacy ..are appointed by the British Gov-
exirneit. The boards of mianagement are
appointed by the county councils, and then
there are visiting committees appointed by
the boards of management. The visiting
coimmiittees report to the general board -every
three 'months. Everything that comes into or
goes out of the asylumn has to be author-
ised by the signature of the secretary or
steward 'of the institution. The medical
officer looks after the patients, and not after
tile mna .getuent of the institution. Nothing
can be ordered there without the signature
of the secretgry or steward, whose accounts
are examined monthly by the board, in adl-
dition *to being checked by the county audi-
tar. The secretary of this institution said
to me, "I do not know how anl institution
of this kind can be managed -without a board
such as we have here.''Y

Mr. Brown: How often does the board
meet?

Eon. W. 0. ANOWIN: The board meets
monthly, hot the visiting committee visits
more frequently. The nnmber of the in-
mates in this institution is approximately the
same as the number at Clarempont; but the
cost per bhead was considerably less there,
even at war time food prices. The board
of management are very proud of their in-
stitution. They have -repeatedly been coin-
plimnetd by the Commissioners in Lunacy
on the mnanner in which the institution is
maintained. They find that great bene-fit
results trout allowing the patients more free-
dom than is given to the patients at Clare-
miont.

Nlr. Pickering: Do you know the per-
centage of recoveries at that English in-
stitutionI

Hon. NNr C. ANOWIN: I have not the re-
port here, mid cannot say from memory. I am
convinced that the board system of manage-
ment would prove higbly beneficial here. One
thing that strongly impressed me in Eixgland
was the fact that the friends and relatives
of a patient who ini the board's opinion is
not fit to be dlischarged are perfectly satisfied
that they have had a fair deal. The decision
that the pati~ent is not to be set at liberty is
the decision of a board, and not of one mnan.
Every case is considered by the board, and,
as I-have said, if the friends or relatives of
a patient satisfy the board that they are in
a position to look after him, hie is discharged
from tile institution, I thinkc that is ihl-
portant, and I hope the Minister when intro-
ducing the Bill will also provide for a board
of management to have control in this State.

The Minister for Works : Inquiries in
LNew South Wales show that they are carry-
ing on a system very much the same as you
suggest.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would like the
Colonial Secretary to again reconsider the
question of assisting the old aged pension-
ers-so far as rations are, concerned. It is
sill very well to say that this is a-matter
that tliu Commonwealth should deal with,
but I want hion. members to realise that

163



164 ASSEMBL1Y.

bad it not been, for old age pensions we
would have had to pay the full amount of
the cost of upkeep, and it would be a mat-
ter of impossibility at the present time with
the cost of living as high as it is to do
everything that'lshould be done for the old
people.

The Colonial Secretary: What is their
objection to going into a homne?

Ron. W. C. A.NGWtN: Why should they
go into a home? The bon. member would
not like to go into a home if he could look
after himself. These old people have their
liberty and that is far better than confin-
ing them to a home. I hope the Minister
will reconsider the position. I made an
interjection the other night in connection
with the appointment of the business mnan-
nger who has been investigating the matter
of chiaritiesj but I am inclined now to be-
liere that the fault does not altogether lie
in the direction of that officer. My opinion
is that thle person who should have the care
of the indigent poor should be a manl of
mature age, one who has a certain amount
of sympathy for those in distress. J repeat
what I said last year, that one of the proud.
eat periods of my life was while I was a
member of the Government in Western
Australia and when I was able to see that
the poor women and children of this State
were fed.

The Colinial Secretary: They are getting
more now.
*Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The increased
tnount they are getting is nothing in com-
parison to the increased cost of living. I
admit the Minister is doing fairly well, bat
there is a possibility of some of his officers
failing to realise that it is necessary to
extend a certain amount of sympathy to
some of these people. In a matter of this
kind, whether they be controlled by Govern-
ment or by private individuals, someone will
always be found who will take advantage
of the position which exists, but it is better
that one individual should take advantage
of the position than that a dozen should
suffer. Consequently, it is important that
the department should be administered with
a certain amount of sympathy. I realise
that eases atre sometimes brought under the
notice of the Minister, which, on the face
of them would lead to the belief that assist-
once should not be granted. When these
eases have been probed deeper, however,
it will be found that they are genuine and
worthy of help. I am a great believer in
Mr. Watson, the officer in charge of the
Charities Department, who has been trained
to know what is required. He is a good
officer. He may be too sympathetic, but it
is necessary that all the eases to be in-
vestigated by the department should have
the most careful consideration. I repeat,
that I trust the. Minister wilt again give
some attention to the position in which the
old age pensioners find themselves. I desire
also to ask the Minister for Works whether
it is possible, now that money has been

offered to tim Government under fairly
reasonable conditions, to akain commence
the work of sewerage in connection with
sonme of our areas. Districts are extending,
and in thme interests of the health of the
people it is necessary that further sewerage
works should be carried out. The import-
ance of providing increased accommodation
in the Fremnantle harbour should also re-
npive the attention of the Minister for
Works. Something is absolutely necessary
there. The Premier stated the other day
that a few years ago North Fremuantle was
only a village. No doubt that was true 30
years ago, but tr.ade is continually increas.
ing, and we shall have to provide for thle
larger class of vessel now being built in
order to retain that trade: .In the
Eastern States they are dredging their hat-
boors to a depth of 40 feet. The various
harbour trusts have come to- the conclusion
that that'depth is necessary and Melbourne
and Syduey are taking steps i that direc-
tion, realising that unless they do so 'tile
larger steamships will pass their doors. It
is also necessary that harbour accomlmoldation
should be provided in other parts of the
State to assist the farming industry. The
closer the farmers are brought to harbours,
the cheaper will be the cost of transit. I *re-
member the late Mr. Harper saying in this
House that the more liarbours we could get
the better it would he for the settler. As a
matter of fact, the harbours are of greater
importance to the settler than railways.

Mr. ickering; Better for the country,
too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVTN Yes. While mil-
lions of pounds worth of wheat are going out
of the country the farmers are not contrib-
uting one penny towards harbour construc-
tion in Western Australia.

Mr. Thomson: They have paid a . good,
deal for storage.

Hon. W. C. ANGW1N: I admit that, but
they have not paid any outward charges.
Those charges are imposed in some of the
other States. It is necessary that something
should be charged for the purpose of meeting
interest and sinking fund in connection with
harbour works.

The Colonial Secretary: You would no t
approve of an export duty on wheat?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Certainly; the
farmers should pay their share. If the hon.
member were engaged in mining, he would
have to pay Is. 8d. a ton. I can see the
position now. The only way to get out of
paying fair charges is to become a primary
producer and the Government will do every-
thing that is necessary. The farmers are
now getting 7s. 8d. a bushel for their wheat,
yet they are not contributing one penny
except inward charges on goods, while the
miners and others who export have to pay
outward charges. There is a matter affect-
ing the Minister for Works that I am going
to disagree with. It is very rarely, however,
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that I do. Some two years ago I disagreed
with a request made by the member for
Avon (Mr. Harrison) with regard to charges
for water supply to the agricultural areas.
I stated then that the country was supplying
water at a heavy loss and that the Govern-
ment bad been put to considerable expense
during the period of drought to see that the
people in the wheat areas had water to keep
them going.

Mr. Harrison: They were on a guarantee
system.

Hon. W. C. ANAIWIN: Not only did the
Government extend the goldfields water to
those areas but they went to the expense of
putting down bores and wells. In fact, the
whole country was dotted with, bores and
wells. This, too, was done by a party that
was supposed rot to have had any sympathy
with the farmers and settlers.

Mr. Thomson: Who said that?
Hon. W. C. ANAIWIN: it was said "God

help the farmers when the Labour party
get into office."1 Hon. members sitting on
the cross benches now realise what the
Labour party did for them at a time of
urgetnt niecessity and were present when the
statement was made; yet they sat dumb;
they never said a word.

Mr. Harrison: Any Government would
have done the same.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They might have
(lone so but the Labour Government did
it. What is the position? Whilst. the
Minister knew that the water was being
supplied to the Eastern districts at a loss to
the Stat, he reduced the charge last year.
I warn the Minister that if he dloes not
watch himself he will have to reduce the
charge again this year. Last year there was
a loss on the supply in the country areas of
between £8,000 and 09,000. It might be
more this year.

The Minister for Works: We reduced the
price with the idea of inducing a greater
consumption.

Hon. W. C. ANGWEN: Yes, but the Min-
ister gave them double 'the quantity of
water for excess in addition to reducing the
rate. I want hon. members to realise that
when they see that there is a loss on the
Coolgardie water scheme it does not mean a
loss on the supply to the mines. It means
that the loss has been incurred through sup-
plying the country areas. The outlay in-
volved in supplying the country districts
with water was approximately £360,000,
and of that, roughly, £130,000 was the
cost of taking the water to the East-
ern areas. Seeing what the position
of the coun try is, and how well the farmers
are doing, I do not think that the reduction
can be said to have been justified.. I never
saw so many motor ears as I did on the
occasion of my visit through the Eastern
agricultural districts with the Premier last
year. There is no doubt that the farmers
can afford to pay for the water which is
supplied to them. I notice also in the Gov-
ernor 's Speech there is a reference to bulk

handling. I do not know whether this mat-
ter has had much consideration. I note that
a company is likely to take on the work and
that the money is to be advanced by the
Federal Treasurer. Are they going to do
this direct?

Mr. Johnston: They are.
Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN: That is what I

want to know. If they are going to do it
direct it means that we will have to hand
over some of the principal sites in our vari-
ous harbours to the Commonwealth and not
to the company.

Mr. Johnston: No, they will have the
security.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The security over
the sites, and they will ho able to take the
sites over from the State. That will mean
that the State will have to give away theme
important sites to the Commonwealth as
security on behalf of this company.

The Minister for Works: How did you
find all that out?

Elon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member
has just told me that the Commonwealth are
going to have this security, and that the
company are going direct to the Comamon-
wealth.

Mr. Johnston: That is correct.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I want to refer

particularly to one action in connection with
this company. I see a deputation, including
Mr. W. D. Johnson and Mr. Bath, waited
upon the Premier.

The Colonial Secretary: Are you op-
posed to bulk handling?

Mr. Underwood: Will bulk handling payl
Bon. W. C. ANGWIN: Will the Colonial

Secretary demonstrate to me that hulk
handling will Pay, and that there will be no
charge upon the State?

The Colonial Secretary. It must pay.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We cannot be too

sure of that. I think the Colonial Secretary
is jumping at a conclusion. This deputa-
tion waited on the Premier and asked that
he should hand over some of the 1920 wheat
to enable certain farmers to take. up shares
in'this bulk handling scheme. I have never
heard of such* an impertinent request in all
my life. In the Industries Assistance Act of
1.915 provision was made whereby payments
w~ere to be made to private traders to whom
farmers owed money. According to the re-
ply from the Premier to-day, there is ap-
proximately £400,000 still owing to private
traders. Fancy any body of men asking
the Premier to hand over the value of a cer-
tain portion of the wheat for the purpose of
enabling men to take shares in a company
which is to be formed, and so to use money
which really belongs to private traders. The
Act to which, I refer was an Act passed to
safeguard the interests of the traders, and
the full extent of the undertaking contained
in that Act should be fulfilled. It is a ridi-
culous ad impertinent thing to put this re-
quest before the Premier. I am pleased that
the Premier said it would not be agreed to in
some instances, but I do not think it should
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be agreed to in any instance whilst traders
are not given their just dues.

Mr. Johnston: Every wheat grower
should take up shares in this bulk handling
system.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not object
to that if they will put up their own money.
I would take shares in any company if the
Government would guarantee the money,
for it then would not matter if it paid or
not, as it would not be my money.

Mr. Underwood: If the Premier went
guarantor for whatever you did.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Quite so. Such a
thing as was done by this deputation should
not be countenanced at all.

Hon. TV. Walker: It amounts to robbery.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Hardly robbery,

but it should not be countenanced. Several
traders to whom farmers owed money have
already gone bankrupt. I was in a place
once where a merchant had a bill brotight
in to him for about £100. On the back of
this bill was writtenv 111 ain under the
Moratorium." No doubt the man who wrote
those words is one of the subscribers to
the so-called co-operative society-that is
to say, he is using another man's money.
I hope the Government will take -no notice
of this matter so far as the bulk hand-
ling of wheat is concerned. The member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) wanted to know
if bulk handling would pay. When I was

-in England I asked the Agent General some
questions in regard to the bulk handling sys-
tenm. He said that in many parts of England
no provision was made to receive wheat in
bulk.

Mr. Harrison: The same thing may be said
of other parts of Europe.

Hon. W. C. ANflWrN: The Agent Gen-
eral said they would not be able to ship
wheat in bulk to certain ports, and the posi-
tion would thus be thatrthe wheat would have
to be bagged after it arrived there. We
know that there are tarious railway comn-
panies in England who will let out bags for
this purpose. I am convinced, after sitting
on the Royal Commission which dealt with
the wheat question, that we shall not get so
much for our wheat in bulk as we get for it
in bags.

The Colonial Secretary: It is proved that
you will get more.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That still has to
be proved. Mr. Keys has stated definitely
that bags are to a large extent paid for in
connection with the sale of wheat.

Mr. Underwood: Why was te bags?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: There will be

many parts of this State where bags will
-have to be used. Whether there is a loss or
not in this connection will be a matter for
the company. In Canada there are several
co-operative societies running the wheat
scheme. The Government advance about 8.5
per cent., and the elevators are used six or
seven times in the year. Here we are only
going to use them once or twice.

Mr. Harrison: It is anticipated they will
be used three times.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: It all depends on
what boats are coming here to take away
the wheat. In Canada the elevators are used
for everything, but here for some consider-
able time they will be only used for wheat.
This wvill be a matter for further considera-
tion when the Hill comes down. I1 consider
it is wrong to give away money which belongs
to private people for the purpose of enabling
other persons to take shares in this company.
I believe a doubt has been expressed regard-
ing the statements I made before tea as to
the price we received for our produce in the
Old Country. It would be a splendid thing
for Western Australia if some of our legisla-
tors could go to the Old Country and ascer-
tain for themselves the conditions there. It
wo,,Id be beneficial to the State as a whole
if they could do so in the same way that
some of our Federal legislators have done.
Some of these have gone to England in con-
nection with the Parliamentary Committee,
and have had an opportunity of seeing differ-
ent parts of England and realising the posi-
tion there in a way that members from West-
ern Australia have not had an opportunity
of doing. By going to England and looking
through the Agent General's office and see-
ing the extent of the woir that has to be
carried on there, and realising the many
duties attached to that office, members would-
have an entirely different opinion from that
which they now hold. Many members have
a wrong conception of the duties of the Agent
General. The Agent General has now be-
come principally a commercial agent. No
doubt that office is very beneficial to this
State, and I hope many years will elapse be-
fore it is abolished.

Mr. BROWN (Suhiaco) (8.25]: I have
listened attentively to the criticisms of the-
leader of the Opposition and with equal at-
tention to the reply of the Premier, and I
have also listened attentively to the remarks
of the leader of the Country party. I agree
with all these hon. members. I am sorry
that the debate was not then concluded, for
it seems to me that very little good comes of
continuing debates of this nature.

Mr. Nairn: Why go on with it nowt
Mr. BROWN: I intend to be brief, for

if I did not say something I might be con-
sidered to have failed in my duty politically.
in reviewing the Speech of last year and
that of this year, we find the same three
characteristics, namely those of hope, cheer-
fulness and optimism. It is a splendid
spirit, but behind it all I feel that the real
spirit is one of leaving things as they are.
We are drifting on until we shall practically
find we can drift no further. In the 1919
Speech delivered on the 31st July, we read
these words-

Now that peace has been restored it is
confidently anticipated that the resumption
of normal conditions in our great revenue-
earning departments, combined with the
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general expansion of business consequent
upon increased production, will lead to
a general improvement in our financial
position.

These words were uttered 1.2 months ago.
Normal conditions have not yet been altered
and our financial position, instead of being
improved, is if anything, worse. This year's
Speech contains the following-

You will be further invited to consider
proposals with a view to bringing the an-
nual revenue and expenditure into closer
accord.

'Closer accord" is a very nice phrase in-
deed. I think tbese words should have been
deleted, and in place of them we should have
had substituted "something approaching in-
solvency.' In regard to the revenue of last
year we find these words-

The revenue for the financial year just
completed amounted to £4,944,850 and the
expenditure to £590,865, leaving a de-
ficiency on the 12 months' operations of
£652,014, and increasing the accumulated
deit to E3,418,479.

This year the position is--
The revenue for the year ended 30th

June, 1920, was £5,863,500 15s. Od., as
compared with £4,044,8150 10s. Id, f'or the
previous financial year, showing an in-
crease of £918,650 4s. ld.

The expenditure for the same period was
£8,531,725 as compared with £5,596,801 for
the year ended 30th June 1919, or an in-
crease of £934,860. That is a magnificent
revenue from 330,000 people, and it is more
than a magnificent expenditure when we
spend that amount annually. In this year 's
Speech we have shillings and pence dealt out
to us; why, I do not know. Last year we had
the information in ordinary round figures.
I presume there has been more time on band
with. some of the officials compiling the
figures, and no doubt the compiler was de-
sirous of being very accurate. Yet I think
it is a waste of time, and I trost that in
future the shillings and pence will he
omitted. The estimated revenue for 1919
was exceeded by £B560,736, showing clearly
that the officials who 'compiled those figures
evidently took them from the preceding
year'a revenue returns,. and, as they were
practically ten per cent. more than w"h an-
ticipated, it suggests that the officials were
completely out in their calculations. The
same remarks might be applied to the esti-
mated expenditure, which was exceeded by
£504,608. They found the expenditure wras
rapidly increasing, owing no doubt to var-
ious conditions, and so that there should be
something approaching a reasonable balance
they decided to increase railway freights and
other charges to bring forward a revenuie of
anything from £250,000 to £E300,000. Despite
that increased revenue, our operations went
back by £600,068. The Premier explained
the other night that the expenditure was
largely due to increased wages and increased
cost Of Commodities purchased by the Govern-
ment. No doubt it was an explanation en-

tirely satisfactory to the Government, but to
me it is not very satisfactory. We are hope-
lessly drifting into a -financial position in
extricating ourselves from which we shall
have sonme difficulty. We have staring us in
the face increased Federal and State taxa-
tion, which will considerably interfere with
the general welfare of the people, and if
we cannot do something to reduce our ex-
penditure it seems to me we shall be in a
very awkward position at a v-cry early dlate.
We failed miserably last year to improve
our position, even after eight sucicessive years
of effort. This year our expenditure is going
to be materially increased. We have in the
Railway Department 6,000 wages men and
1,000 salaried officers. They are now before
the Arbitration Court with a demand for in-
creased wages and improved conditions, and
the Commissioner of Railways has promised
that they shall be made retrospective to the
19th May. The money 1-equired for the
meeting of these demands will be anything
from £,150,000 to £200,000. In addition we
have the Public Service and the school
teachers, 3,000 or more, demanding increased
money, and -no doubt they will get it to the
extent of -perhaps another £100,000 or
£150I,000. Then we have in the Public
Wo rks Department 3,000 men asking for an
increase of 24s. per wreek, and although I
do not think they will get it all, still no
doubt 'they will get something, aggregating
perhaps £100,000.

Mr. Grgen: In view of the high price of
bread, they must have higher wages.

Mr. BROWN: I am quite agreeable that
they should get higher wages. In addition to
that, the cost of Government purchases will
represent another £100,000 or £200,000, and
the interest on our last year's deficit will
require another £40,000. So, with all these
figures, we find we shall have to obtain
snotber £500,000 Or £600,000 revenue this
year. Against that, we are told by the Gov-
ernment that we shall be invited to consider
proposals calculated to bring the expenditure
and revenue into closer accord. The leader
of the Opposition the other night drew at-
tention to the reckless and frenzied finance
of the Government. He did it with the ob-
ject of piercing the inner consciousness of
members of Parliament and the people gen-
erally. I echo the same sentiment, because
I believe that too much publicity cannot be
given to the subject. Private and national
extravagance must cease if we are ever to
do any good. Every person must investi-
gate his banking account more closely and,
when any withdrawals are made, consider how
soon they are likely to be replaced. The
Commonwealth and the States are going in
for an extensiwit campaign of borrowing,
and it seems to me that if the States and
the Commnwealth can get all the money
they -require, very little money will he left
for private investors, with the result that
private investors wanting capital for de-
veloping primary and secondary industries
will be hard pushed to Obtain the money.
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One thing that we must seriously look into
is the fact that Australia is now, closely ap-
proaching £1I,000,000,000 of loan indebted-
ness, a sum that five million people will find
a difficulty in paying interest and sinking
fund upon. The worst feature of Austra-
lian, finance is the fact that the Common-
wealth Government saw fit to increase to six
per cent, for ten years the rate of interest
on our first and second peace loans, of ap-
proximately 50 million pounds. It means
that foe ten years there will be no hope of
redemption or conversion. The Associated
Banks were compelled immediately to follow
the Commonwearth 's lead, with the result
that on deposits in those banks the interest
baat been raised one-half per cent,, and to
private borrowers on mortgage or overdraft
one per cent. To ale that seems a form of
money manipulation representing a modified
form of profiteering. A few monthis ago,' ac-
cording to the Pederal authorities, pro-
fiteering had to stop. It was a very pious
wrish and it practically ended there.
The raising of money values in the
shape of interest on deposits simply
means that we are going to have
materially increased cost of living, becaus&,
if we are advancing the value of money cent.
by cent, it will soon be very difficult to fin-
ance the affairs of the State at all. It was
said last year that the Commonweejth hadl
authority to obtain compulsory loans. That
argument was used towards the end, but fin-
ally the threat was not brought into opera-
tien, although the Commonwealth insisted
upon the Associated Banks finding the last
million or two of the money required. To me
six per cent, for ten years is an outrageous
proposition. Money lenders who have not
the ability or. the pluck to invest their money
ins other ways than on fixed deposit should
not he permitted to obtain more than three
or four per cent. If theste high interest
charges are continued, it will mean a contin-
uance of the- system under 'which a compara-
tively few people, whether individuals or cor-
porations or trusts, are able to obtain every-
thing required, and in consequence they arc
often extravagant, mid indulge in costly ex-
cesses not beneficial either to themselves or
to the State, The power the money-holding
people of the world have to-day ought to be
completely checked and materially reduced.
The fact tha~t they have such power simply
means that they can indulge in all kinds of
excesses, lIf it is going to continue, humanity
generally will be far less happy than it is
to-day, and the conditions of the bulk of the
people of the world to-day are at a very low
ebb indeed, far lower than they were in 1914.
If we make money and use it harmfully, we
soon produce a system uinder which violence
prevails and the Brotherhood of Man is 'en-
tirely forgotten. The policy outlined in the
Governor's Speech last year was one of confi-
dence and enterprise. The Government must be
well pleased to reflect that it was duly accom-
plished. This year we have a policy of vigour,
enterprise, expansion and goodwill, and I am

quite certain that again, as last year, every-
thing points to its realisation. The Premier
lihe other night said that the finances of the
State for the past six months were very
buoyant indeed. I am only sorry that he was
not able to tell us that the expenditure for
the same six months was safely anchored. I
am sorry that no mention was made in the
Speech of the Redistribution of Seats
Bill. I should like to have seem that
brought forward, with a reduction of mem-
bers of both Houses, the abolition of State
electorates, and the application of the prin-
ciple of proportional representation, so that
everyone in the community would have a fair
chance of being represented. If we are to
save the State from unification we shall have
to alter our present system of government.
Party polities is the great root trouble to-
day. Every party is desirous of securing
some separate party advantage, irrespective
of what is beneficial to the country. To my
mind the system has done more harm than
words can convey. I believe in the
principle of the initiative, referen-
dumn and recall, which has been in
operation in Switzerland for many years
and has given good results. If that system
were introduced into Western Australia we
would-lessen oar deficiency very materially
and improve our legislation. An opporta-
rity should be given to the electors at the
forthcoming elections to express their
opinions on three questions. First, are j on
in favour of party polities? Second, if party
politics were abolished are you in favour
of a single House of legislature? Third, arc
you in favour of a State Governor? .[f
these questions were put direct to the elec-
tors, the people would be able to express
their views on these matters. The expense
would be trifling and the knowledge gained
would be very valuable. Some reference
should have been made in the Governor's
Speech to the metropolitan water supply.
During last summer we were on the border-
line of famine. All we were promised after
last year's experience was that more water
would be obtained from other bores if it
were found that other bores put downi would
supply more water. We have no assurance
that this will be so. The Government should
realise that, bad and all as the finances are,
a start' should be made to provide n
adequate water Supply for the metropolitan
area.

The Minister for Works: We did make a
start and were howled down.

Mr. BROWN: That only shows the weak-
ness of this form of government. It is in
admission that we should knock party
politics on the head. The Minister says the
Government made a start and were howled
down. If that is rot an admission of abso-
lute weakness in connection with the sys-
tem of government which we have to-day,
I do not know what is. If we had no parties
in this Rouse and everyone realised the
necessity for a proper water supply for the
metropolitan area, the engineers would hare



[1 GuusT, 1920.]19

formiulated a definite scheme, the bowlers
-outside would not have been in evidence,
-dud the waterworks would have been on the
way towards completion. The residents in
that portion of Perth west from Mount
Eliza have been patiently waiting for an
underground sewerage and deep drainage
.scheme. They have been waiting for it for
10 or 12 years and there is no sign of it
being started yet. I do not know what the
intentions of the Government are in regard
to this work, but I am certain that, if it is
rot amon- put in hand, the health of the
residents will become so bad that this of
itself will compel the Government to move.
The Government have told us in the past
that they cannot finance the scheme; yet
the other day we were informed in this
House tbat two million pounds had been
offered to the Government by British in-
%cstors at a reasonable rate of interest and
'nr party Government bad turned down the

-offer. Had I been in power, I would have
grabbed it with two hands. Some of those
British investors no doubt have a know-

ledge of Subiaco and know that it requires
deep drainage and a sewerage system, and
wrere offering this money to improve our

-conditions.
The Minister for Works: And had ear-

marked the money for it.
Mr. BROWN: I cannot understand whi

Subiaco should continue this uphill fight in
connection with a dirty and obsolete system
of sanitation whila other more favourably
situated districts on the eastern side of
Perth have a sewerage system. The present
Government and all succeeding Govern-
Ments who continue to leave Subiaco with-
*out a sewerage system will be deserving of
all the censure that the people in the
mnetropolitan area can heap upon them, even
if it goes to the point of charging them
with criminal neglect.

The Minister for Works: Arc you quite
sure the Subiace scheme is not startedl

-Mr. BROWN: If it has been started, it is
in such a small way that one would require
a microscope to discover it.

The Minister for Works: We have the site,
-anyhow.

Mr. BROWN: I am glad to hear that the
Government have the site.

Mr. Underwood: It would require a good
*quality of microscope, too.

Mr. DROWN: Yes, I think so. It is about
time this Parliament introduced some kind
of a stop-waste policy. I am only going to
speak of one direction in which waste is
going on. Unfortunately, a majority of
members seem to think that the ceremony

-connected with the opening of Parliament is
one that ought to be maintained. I think
it ought to be altered.. At the opening of
the fourth session of the tenth Parliament,
there was no particular reason why we
should have had a band and flags and troops
and various other paraphernalia including
-knee-breeches, or why we should require to-

day a head covering similar to that which
we so often see used on bald heads.

- Mr. SPEAKER: I take it the hon. mem-
ber does not intend to be offensive.

Mr. BROWN: These customs, I think, are
absolutely out-of-date. In connection with
the opening of Parliament, we saw a certain
amount of masculine finery in the shape of
lace seolers and cuffs and so forth, no doubt
to give things a picturesque appearance.

Mr. Nairn: Why use soap?
Mr. BROWN: These are things of each

age that we could very well Jo without
them. I think that every custom has ans
object. Some members might think I anm
taking an objection similar to what would
be taken by the mem~ber for Fremantle (Air.
Jones), but I have noticed during my life
that, wherever a custom is preserved, them~
is an object in view. The object of the
custom in connection with the opening of
Parliament is to create a 'Certain amount of
class distinction.

Mr. Johnston: Locking the corridors, for
instance.

IMr. BROWN: It is about time class dis-
tinction was eliminated from our systema
Titular distinctions have ancient authority,
but class and dress distinctions have not, and
the time is ripe to get down to something
like ordinary dress on these occasions. The
ceremony of opening the present session re-
quired the attendance of His Excellency the
Governor, the State Military Commandant,
the Commissioner of Police, and a host of
other important officials, with the object of
impressing 400 or 500 visitors with the im-
portance of Parliament and the importance
of members of Parliament, whereas, in the
seheiue of Parliament, the members are more
or less unimportant. A small detail which
might lead to a higgef scheme whereby un-
necessary expense, loss of time and labouir
might he saved was the omission of the
artillery section of the display. It is only a
small item, but I ant thankcful that even that
'Aas done away with. -

The Minister for Works: It was done away
with out of consideration for the soldiers
suffering from shell-shock.

Mr. BROWN: Another economy might be
effected in connection with the printing. I
hope the Printing Committee will see whe-
ther some expense cannot be saved in the
printing of the Notice Paper. The paper en
which our Votes and Proceedings are printed
is of very- high quality, worth. about £5 per
ewt., I should think. In these times of
financial difficulty, there is no necessity for
having an inch wide margin on the side, and
two-inch margins at the top and bottom.
The watchwords for Parliament and the peo-
ple should be economy and efficiency every-
where, wastefulness nowhere, and unlimited
production. We have heard a good deal
about Produce, produ"ce, but even if we have
production and do not exercise economy and
eliminate every particle of waste, we shall
not succeed as we ought to do. Regarding
the 16 Paragraphs mentioned in the Govern-
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or Is Speech, I shall help the Government to the farming community at that particular
give effect to them.. gfore especially wil 1 Stager, hut it (lid not mnatter what -coveri-

assist them in connection -with those minor ment were in, power; -any Government Ws.uid
mneasures spoken of .at the. end- 6f -the Gov. have done as much, if not more. than- was
ernor 'a Speech. . - dou, to nssist.tbe farmning commnit.

Hpon. T. Walker: -That is the graitis4, we
Mr. THOMSON .(Katanning) P8.M]: get.-

Like the previous, speaker, I intend to be Mr.. Jones; You are biting the. hand that
very brief, hut I want to deal with. sonic fed -You. -

remarks made by- the member for- Worth- -Mr. THOMSON;, I would- not like to bite
'East Fremantle- (Mr. A-ngwin-) when he be- the bon. memnber's hand; L. ahould~get. pois-
laboured. members sitting - on- the -cross- oned.
benches for their ingratitude to the Labour Mr. Jones: 1 mnight die, too.
Government. - He dealt particularly with the M r. THOMTASON: I wish to point, out how
Land Bill, and pointed out that they were j ust-mily contention is. We hear a great, deal
ungrateful for what the Labour Government about the Industries Assistance Board, but
had done. He said that 13 millidns of money we have to realise that, in the wheat areas,
had beer' spent by thi' Labour Government, there were large numnbers of men who,
and that the producer and farmer were bit- thiongh unfortunate seasons, were reduced. to
ing the haud that fed them. I cannot for a, very parlous position, and the Government
the life of me understand why the mneinber of the day, with the intention of assisting
for North-East Fremantle should make such those in, but also to protect the assets of
a statement. It is absolutely incorrect. the State, ca-me to their i-scue, and-to-day

Mr. G reen: He never said anything of the we lave a amost prosperous community.
kind. M2any of those men have paid the whole of

Mr. THOMSON: If the hon. member will their debts and now have substantial bank
turn up "Hansard" and reai1 the speechx balpAces. rhere is no getting away from
lie will find that the hion. member definitely that fact. But there is another side of the
mnade the statement that we were biting the picture. -There are other men who have not
hand that fed us, been so fortunate, and I want hon. members

Mr. Green: No; he Was referring to what who assert that the country is ungrateful-
the Honorary Minister said. Hon. T. Walker: Not the counotry.

Mr. THOMSON: I made a note of what '-Mr. THOMISON: I want lion. - members
the lion, mnember 'said because I felt it my who assert that the' residents of the country
duty to reply to his statement, districts are ungrateful to realise that- ther

Mr. Green: He was referring to what the Government of the day convinced many
Honorary Minister said. at the farmers' eon- people that it was to their interest to settle
fereuce. upon the land, that affluence was awaiting

them there. A large proportion of th~ese,
[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) people were. unfortunately placed. on what

has been proved by the Government officials
Mr. THOMSON: Nothing of the sort. 1 itot t .o be good land, to he land incapable of

say the member for North-East :Fremantle growing a c-rep.
- definitely made the stetenient that the farm- - M,%r. Jones: Were those people sent out
ers iii the country dfistricts were biting the by the present Prentier before the Labour
hand that fed them. party camne into pewer?

Mr. Green: No!1 Mr. THOMSO.N: They were sent out in
lr' THOMSON: That statement is abso- accordance with .his policy. Unfortunately

lutely incorrect, the present .Premier, or the party then in
Mr. 'Wilson: Your's is. pIower, withi the very best, itentions sent
Mr. 'iIIOMSON: It is incorrect because those 'len out to what was said to be first

the farming comintunity have to pay for any- class land hut proved to be very far from
thing they have had just the sanme as any first class. That was proved at the expense
other individual in the State. Of the country and also of the settlers. The

Mr. Johnston: Over and over again. memflber for North-East Frenintle (Mr.
Mi-. J~ones: They never do. Angwin) has referred to the request made by
Mr. THOMSON:T 1f the hon. member for Soume of those mn to be enableq to take up

Frenmantlc pets his debts as honourably as shares ina the bulk handling scheme. That re-
those who wvere assisted by the Government, quest has not been approved by the Minis-
he will have nothing to complain of, and his ter. I contend that men who are -in such a
creditors -will have reason to be proud. of him position. should not expect to get the money
ais well, to take up shares for which they -have not

Mir. Jones: I do not get so spoon-fed. otherwise means to subscribe.
Mr. Lutey:- Some of those private store- Mr. Johnston: Do you expect the others

keepers would like to have it al., to do it for their benefitI

Mr. THOMSON: The members of the Mr. THOMSON: -That is their business.
Country party fought for justice for those The Government of this State will have to
who are living under extremely unfortunate make up their minds what to do as regards
conditions. I give the then Government settlers u-ho cannot possibly mskt a success
every credlit for the assistance rendered to of their holdings and to whom large amounts
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have been advanced for susteinance. What is
happening to-day is that such men are throwr-
ing up the sponge saying, 'W cannot pos-
sibly carry on." Then another settler comes
along and takes -up the farm, and the Gov-
ernment write off practically the whole of
the LA.X. liabilities, so that the new man
goes in with a clean sheet. I contend that
the men whb) have struggled for years on
thbse farmns should receive the binefit of snch
writing off. The Government will have to go
into the merits of every ease and write off a
certain amount. While there is approxi-

matel £400,000 owing to o'$side creditors,
I honestly believe that the majo 'rity of those
outside creditors would accept -5s. in the
pound anid. give the settlers a6 clear receipt.
I am convinced that it would be a good thing
to do so. Next I wish to refer to the re-
marks of the memtber for North-East Fen-
mantle on the Wheat question. He said that
he was convinced Western Australia was
bound down and committed to supply wheat
at .7s. 8d. per bushel. He said that he had
read this in a South Australian paper and
that die statement was backed up by the
South Australian representative on the Wheat
Board. South Australia the hon. member
says is kicking against this. But r contend
the farmers' representatives have no power
to sell wheat. That power, I understand,
rests in the hands of the Minister. The Min-
ister in control of the wheat scheme makes
the statement, in which he is barked up by
the Attorney General, that this State is not
committed. Therefore it is the bounden duty
of everyone in Western Australia to see that
this State gets justice. It is our duty to
support the Minister in securing that mil-
lion pounds for the farmers of this State,
Under normal condlitions, before the war,
if an agent purchased a farmer 's wheat
ahead, for forward delivery, and if the price
'Increased, there were no complaints as re-
gards the quality of that farmer's wheat.
The agent gladly took all his wheat nder
those conditions.' But woe betide the farmer
who sold for forward delivery if the price
afterwards went down! Then it was as-
tonishing to observe the number of faults
discovered by the agent in the wheat de-
livered, and the deductions made on zc-
count of those faults. Despite the state-
ments of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, I sincerely trust that the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture will prove right and
that this State will reap the benefit of the
million pounds that is at stake. I agree with
the member for North-East Fremiantle that
money should not be spent without authority.
Theie are times -when one would much sooner
be on the Opposition benches than behind
the Government. When large stums of public
money are being dealt with, Parliament
shonld as a matter of principle be consulted.
It seems to me that there is a good argument
for reduhtioa of the memberhip of this
House in the fact that for eight months, we
have been in recess and the government has
been carried on by Cahinet. During the. re-
cess the Government naturally have to incur

unauthorised expenditure. It is rather
amusing to hear members on the Opposition
benches belabonring tbe present Govern-
ment for doing the very things which mema-
bers opposite say this side acncuses. them of.
However, I ag-ree- that Parliament should be
consulted as regards expenditure of large
sums of public money. Unfortunately, we
are called together here as members of Par-
lianent to control the purse. But 'what is
the position? The country was committed
to £140,000 for the purchase of a steamer.
I opposed that purchase on principle, and I
am opposed to all such unauithorised expen-
diture. I was pleased to hear the memberf
for North-East Fremantle deal with the sub-
ject of imnigratiou. He said that he does
not believe 'ae are going to get much mini-
gratiou. I realise that there is a serious
shortage of man power. The bon. member
said fnrther that he thought it was necessary
for the Government of this State to back up
secondary industries. In this connection let
me point out the attitude of his leader when
speaking on the Address-iu -reply. The hon.
gentleman commented on paragraph 3 of the
Governor's Speech referring to "rigour, en-
tetprise, and goodwill.'' I consider the ex-
pressions put into the mouth of the Governor
are very good. Certainly the prospects of the
State are encouraging, and, given industrinl
"peace, I honestly believe that enterprise will
vigorously apply itsclt to production. But
the main point is that we want goodwill.
"Let me infer to the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition on the Arbitration Court.
lie said that the Governor 'a Speech promised
no industrial legislation and that lie re.
gretted that fact. Then he proceeded to de-
scribe the Arbitration (ionrt as obsolete. To
a certain extent that statement is correct.
But who has made the Arbitration Court
obsolete? Has it been the employers or has
it been the employees?' The decisions of the
Arbitration Court are binding on the ena-
ployers but certainly not binding ont the em-
ployees. The leader of the Opp6sition went
on to say that the employees had been cry-
ing out for seven years for amendment of
the Arbitration Act to bring it into line
with altered conditions. He said that to
talk about round-table conference was mere
platitude and piffle. He stated that there
was'no use talking about bringing the em-
ployer and the employee together in order to
create a better feeling between them, and
that the only way to create a better-feeling
in the minds of the thousands of men and
wromen who worked for a comparatively small
wage 'as to create a better feeling in their
stomachs. Further, with regard to the crea-
tion of a better feeling, the bon. gentleman
said that the interests of the employer and
the employee Were directly opposed. I eon,
tend that the -interests of the employer and
those of the employee have no right to be
opposed. The leader of the Opposition pro-
ceeded to say that on the one hand we had
the employer attending, naturally, to his own
interest and welfare in the same way as
everyone else in the State, and that practi-
cally the employer's sole object was to make
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the highest profit that it was possible for him
to make; and that be could secure that highest
profit only by obtaining the labour of the
eniployee at the lowest wage that the worker
could possibly be induced to accept. He
stated also that there was not an employer
in this or in any other country that he knew
of, except possibly an odd one here and there,
one in a thousand, who would pay a higher
wage than he was compelled to pay either
by Arbitration Court awards or by the law
of supply and demand.

Mr. Jones: That is good stuff, scientific.
Mr. TUOMSON: Is it seientiflc? Tt is

secintifically wrong. One cause of the pre-
seat industrial unrest is that the leader of
the Opposition, occupying the position he
does, gives voice to sentiments of that kind.
It is perfectly possible for the employer and
the employee to meet at a round-table con-
ferenee and discuss grievances there under
far more favourable conditions than those ob-
taining in the Arbitration Court. After all,
the Arbitration Court is binding only onl the.
employer. The employer can be fined. The
union secretaries take good care that the
conditions of each award are carried into
effect. But the employer cannot make a
man work for him, no matter 1bow he tries.
There is no law in this world that can com-
pel any man to work for anl employer.

Mr. Jones: DidI you ever hear of the law
of hunger compelling a manl to worl?

Member : Not to Work.
Mr. THOMSON: I thank the member for

Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) for his initerj .ec-
tion, ('Not to work.'

Mr. Lambert: In reply to the member
for Kataining (Mdr. Thomson) I say that T
mrade no such interjection. I ask the menm-
ber for Katanning to withdraw his remark.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
foi- Coolgardie has asked for a withdrawal.

Mr. THTOMSON: What statement does
the member for Coolgardie want me to with-
draw?

Mr. Lambert: The hon,. member said that
amy interjction was that we could not make
men work. I ask that it be withdrawna with-
out qualification.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Since the
bon, member asks for a withdrawal, ,the
statement must be withdrawn.

Mr. THOMSON: I will withdraw. I do
not know who made the interjection over
there, but sonmc hon. member did, and now
nlone will father it. If this country is: to
nfgress, it is essential that everyone should
do his share. I believe I work as hard as
any member opposite.

Hion. P. Collier: That church you built
fell down.

Mir. THOMSON: These cheap sneering
iaerjectious do not carry much weight. No-
thing that I. ever built has fallen down.

Mr. Green: No, it only cracked.
Mr. THOMSON: Like the hon. member.

rf those on the Opposition benches, who are
the leaders of the Labour movement, would
seek to bring employee and employer to-
gether, instead of declaring that the posi-
tions of employee and employer are as far

apart as the Poles, it would be better for
the community.

Mr. Lambert: If we were not doing that
every day there would be a revolution in this
country, and you know it.

Mr. THOMSON: If have been both em-
ployee and employer. I know both sides of
the question. I say the statement made by
the lion. member who interjected is abso.
lutely incorrect, as is also the statement-
made by the leader of the Opposition. The
majority of the employers are desirous of
giving their employees a fair crack of the-
whip.

Mr. Green: Then why did you become an.
employer I

Mr. THOMSON: I used the brains which,
God gave me to improve imy position.

Mr. Jones: Yes, I think I should rather
be a boss, too.

Mr. THWiASON: The umemnber for North-
East Frenmantle said it was the duty of the
Government to support secondary industries.
If the hon. member is sincere in that, and if'
other lhon. members are sincere in the same-
desire, they should work to that end, instead-
of creating class hatred.

Mr. Jones: Class hatred cannot be createe4
it is already in existence.

Mr. Thitey: The Trades Hall has settled 30,
out of 38 disputes during the last 12 months.

Mr. TB OMS ON: I am delighted to hear
it. If they would carry that propaganda
further afield, instead of putting up the
leader of the Opposition to make the speech-
lie did, that hon. member would have far-
more inifluence than, he has to-day

Mr. Lambert: We will go to Kattanning
with that propaganda. Apparently they are-
vry tolerant down there.

Mr. TREOMBON: I am pleased to see in--
dicated in the Speech the intention of intro-
ducing a Bill giving power to establish har-
bour boards. The member for North-East
Froemantlc said that the farmers using the-
wharves never contributed anything to the
upkeep of those wharves. I give that state-
!meat a denial. I have not found that wheat'
is able to travel through our ports free of
charge. It has to pay- its just dues. The-
party I represent has a- policy of decentralli-
en tion, and as my electorate is interested in
the port of Albany, and as for years we have
been endeavout-ing to get control of. that port
by means of a harbour board, the introduc-
tion of that Bill will give my electors con;-
siderable satisfaction. With the member for-
Subiaco, I regret that the Government have-
not seen fit to introduce a Redistribntion of
Seats Bill. We can do with considerably
fewer members than we have in this Hlouse-
and, taking into consideration the enormous
amount of money the Government have han-
(lled, I think it is time they gave evidence
of economy. T~he Government cme into
power in 1917 with the avowed intention of-
effecting economies, but it seems to me that
sufficient atteAtion has not been eoncentrated
upon 'this subject. In the Railways an4

Tramways Department in the metropolitan
amen we have over 6,000 employees. [n the-
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Puiblic Service and Water Supply we have
another 4,000. Then, taking the Harbours and
Rtivers Department, the implement works and
the like, it would surprise the People to real-
ise how many are directly dependent on the
Government for their sustenance. All those
persons are being carried on the backs of
those living in country districts. I aon not
going to say that those men are not earning
their inoney, but I do think that the number
of direct Government employees is very much
greater than it ought to be. It behoves the
O.overnment to closely sercitinise the figures
aund see whether it is not possible by admin-
istrative capacity to turn those men into pro-
ducers, instead of allowing them, to live on
the backs of those who are already produc-
ing.

ill. Williek: What is the "cc of your
produce if it is not carted to market?

Mr. THOMSON: If we were dependent on
Western Australia to consume our -produce
it would be Godc help us! We are looking to

-the overseas' market.
Mr. Jones: Including butter and bacon?
Mr. THOMSON: The day will come for

that. There was a time in the history of
Victoria when she was in exactly the same
position as Western Australia is to-day. The
day will assuredly come when -we shall be
exporting butter and bacon. All that ,we
want is population. There is no other State
in the Ciomnmonwealth which offers greater
possibilities than those of Western Australia.
All that we require is population.

Mr. Lftey: We cannot supply the present
population with bntter.

Mr. THOMSON: I admit that, hut the in-
dustry has been launched. The position is8
that, there are more comfortable ways of
earning a living than by dairying, and in con-
sequence the people are not taking on dairy-
ing, or r-ather not many of them have done
so I believe the day is not far distant when
flying will be the popular mode of travelling
throuighout- the world. It behoves the Gov-
ernment to realise that while they arc cutting
up large tracts of land in the North-West
they riequire to reserve landing places for
the flying machines of the future. If, before
th war, anybody had suggested the possibility
of flying across the Atlantic, he would have
been ridiculed. Yet we have already had
two aeroplanes fly fryom England to Aus-
tralia, and it behoves the Go-vernment to be
alive to the future possibilities of opening
up the country by aerial traffic.

Mr. Jones: They are doing it. They would
not allow Brearley to land on the Esplanade.

Mr. THOMSON: I hope the Government
will seriously scrutinise their expenditure and
cut down as far as possible. We are spend-
ing far too ,nnch money. We may flourish
for a period on borrowed money, but not for
long. As increased taxation has been sug-
gested, it should be remembered that we can-
not tax the country into prosperity. I know
of no other place on earth which offers to
population greater advantages than are held
out by Australia.

Mr..WILLOOK (Geraldton) f9.281: It
is not my intention to say mucih in refer-
ence to finance. We hear hon. members de-
claring that flouanee is government id gov-
ernment is: finance, and that the financial
position of the State is absoluitey tinsatis-
factory. Some seem to derive -a lot of satis-
faction from the ability of the Premier to
forecast a deficit. It does niot bring 'no
much satisfaction. The fact that we are go-
ing back- by two-thirds of a million per on-
nm cannot too strongly be stressed. It miay
not be a great amount in itself, brt the fact
remains that the deficit is considerably in-
creasing our expenditure every year. The
interest we have to pay on the deficit at
present is aboutsa quarter of a million annu-
ally. If ire lid not have to nay interest on
the deficit, it could eausily be wipedl out. The
rolicy of the Government as to righiting the
finances seems to be the goodl old policy of
drift, of letting things remain as they are.
They seen, to rely on the fact that the prices
of wheat are likely to remain p oorl, and that
we shall have as good a harvest this year as
ire had last. Tf the Government had the
two or three bad seasons the Labour CGov-
ernment had wh~en they were in office, ire
should be back to the extent of two millions
a year deficit instead of two-thirds of a inil-
ion. During the time the Lnbour Govern-
ment were in office we had for the most
part exceptionally bad seasons, and yet we
weore able to show a better' result than the
present Government with really good sea-
sons and high prices. Further, the money
which the Labour Government were able to
borrow, over which they were accused of ex-
travagance because they lent it to the far-
mers, the present Government are now get-
ting back to such an extent that it is un-
necessary for them to borrow. We are told
the .Government have refused to borrow
money which was virtually thrown at them.
It would be just as well if the Premier would
say definitely exactly at what rates we could
borrow money to-clay. .We could say whether
we, as a House, considered it in the best
interests of the country that we should bor-
rOW this money and utilise it. We bear that
the Legislative Assembly has not much con-
trol ever the affairs of the country and the
exppinditure of public money, but we now
have an opportunity of deciding whether it
would be in the interests of the State to
accept this loan or leave it where it is. The
iiolicy of the Government is to hold] out pro-
mises for the future, and say that every-
thing will be right in the sweet by-and-bye.
We paint glowing pictures of the future, and
having done that we sit down and wait, and
if the future does not come nut as we
thought it would, we still do nothing. Thene
glowing pictures are not much good for
breakfast. We want something more solid.
It is tine we got clown to the bread and
butter fact that we must do something to-
wards righting the finances. The member for
Sohiaco (M-Nr. Brown) touched to-night upon
a subject I raised last year, that is in eon-
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Siection with loan moneys. I said at that
time the Federal Government were Profiteer-
ing in money, that they reserved the right
to compel the people to pay 'money into
loans, and yet charged them 50 per cent.
more interest than 'they had done in pro-war
days. The average rate -of loan interest was
then about f our per cent., and now it is six
per cent., showing an increase of 50 per cent.
iii the interest charged. 1, think - the Trea-
surer at the time said it did not make any

)Iiffcrence to the over-draft rates which
banks were charging, but I endeavoured to
show that the shortage of money and the
lnck of industry were due to dear money,
and that' the Commonwealth hadl connived
at it by raising the rate of' interest. Now
wre have it stated from the other side of the
Rouse that the associated banks have raised
the rate for over-drafts by one per cent.,
which bears out what I said. The Queens-
land Labour Government have been accused
of extravagance in their enterprises, but they
recently started some new ones, which are
not properly in. full swing, and have -been

able to finish up the year with a surplus of
£26,000. In the Speech we see 'forecasted
increased taxation. Any Government that
introduces -increased taxation will be com-
paratively unpopular. .

Mr. Pickering: They 'are, very plucky,
. don't you think?--

Mr. WILLCOOK. Seeing that most mem-
berg of this Chamber have stated that they
are in perfect agreement with ani unimproved
lamldtax, I think, if the Goverufrent brought
down a measure to provide for that, they
could count -on plenty of support from this
side of the Chamber as well as
from the other side. We only need
an increase in the rates paid by
persons who- own unimproved land to give
effect -to that policy. So far, land which is
unproductive is not sufficiently taxed, and
the time has arrived when a bigger impost
should he placed upon the owners of such
land. -' -

Mr. Johnston: We want economy and not
further taxation.

Mr. WILL COCIK: We want development,
and such a policy that people who own land
which is not utilised are made either to
improve it or pay a sufficient tax towards
keeping the country going as will make them
improve it. The present land tax is Id. in
the pound on unimproved land. If the land
is improved to the amount of the capital
value of. the land a rebate of 50 per cent.
is allowed. I think we could alter altogether
the incidence of taxation. We recognise, a

*'differentiation of rates so far as income tax
is concerned, and our income tax varies from
2d. in the pound to 2s. 6d. We should d9

-something in connection with the different
stages of improvements on land. We could

-mnake 'a different rate according to the value
-of the improvements made. We should start
-off at bedrock, and if a mn had land of a
-capital "alue of £100 and had improvements
to double that ainount, the rate should re-

main as it is. If - he had land wvhieh
was only improved to- the extent of the
capital value of the land, he should pay Id.
in the pound, and there should be an increase
of 'Ad. in the pound for every 25 per est.
of which the land was short in the way of
improvements. If, therefore, a man had only
improved his. land up to 50 per cent of its
capital value, he would pay 2d., and if he
h-ad no improvements at all he would pay
3d. in the pound. The man who ownis land
and does not make it -reproductive should
have the land taken away hrorn him, He is
not doing a service to the country in holding
laud -in that way. I

The Minister for Works: It could be re-
sumed from him.

Mr. WIhLCOOK: ATani hoelding land like
that holds it for speculative urposes, and is
doing no good for the State. The sooner We
get rid of the speculative element in land the
bettor. There are many blocks held in Perth
which have been held for 10- years, but not a
penny has been spent on them. The Govern-
ment should make these people -pay more for
the privilege of holding land. What Tight
have the Government to protect a nuau who
buys a block of land in the heart of the City

- and lets it remain idle, whilst other people
hdve to go far out into the suburbs to buy
land on which to settlel It is the same thing
all over the counity. -We know that a railway
running through land adds greatly to its
capital value, and yet in many caseA rail-
ways run through lard on which no improve-
ments at all have beeni made.

Xfr. Pickering: Try the unimproved laud
tax.- -

Mr. WIILLCOCK: If a man eudeavwnrs to
improve his land, then- for every 25 per cent.
of' the improvements he makes he should get
a rebate of 1/1d. in the pound on his tax.
If the Go-vernment intend to impose taxation
which will press more heavily upon the work-
ing classes, they will meet with vigorous oppo-
sition from this - side of the House.

Mr. -Pickering: What about the farner;
does he not belong to the working classes?

Mr: WTILLOOCIR: Anything that adversely
affects the farmer we will set our faces
-against, as we have done in the past. We have
always shown our sympathy for tbe'-farmer.
Any farmer, who takes up land and improves
it would not, uder provisions such as I have
,mentioned, be affected. It does not take a
farmer very long, on the prdsenkt unimproved
-value of land; to-improve it to the fullest
possible extent.
. Mr. Pickering: You ought to try-the South-
,West. - -- -

- Mr. WTLLCOCK: I know of many better
:places in which to -spend money than the
-South-West.

IThe Minister for Works: Someone must
possess enough pluck to go there.
,Mr. WILiLCOCK: The unimproved value

.of 'lanid in the South-West amounts to ve'ry
little.-

MNr. Pickering: Yo1 i have to imptova your
land wherever you are.
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Mr. IILCOCK: If a man makes sulk.-
clent improvemehts to the capital value of
his land, he till dodge the tax altogether.
Thaft is only fair.

IMr. Pickering: That is not an easy Lmat-
ter to do when it costs £40 an acre to do it
in the South-West.

Air, WILLOCOC2II: If that is so, the land
is w-orth nothing uuitil it is improved. At
all events, it is Dot worth more than £1 per
acre.

Mr. .Johnston: What about railway rates?
Mr, WILLCOCK: We have t06 extrava-

gant estimate made by the C4mmisiioner
of Railways that it would cost a quarter
of a million to meet the icreased. rates of
wages in the railways. To' cover this he
,raised the railway freights, etc., to what
the member for North-East - Freinantle
r'ro'ed'to be about £000,00lb a year: If the
Government had said they were thinkinig
of raising railway fteights to' -cover in.
creases for all their employees it would be
nearer the' snack, for the increase to the
Government emuptoyees in' Western Austra-
lia would mean an expenditure of nearly
1300,000 a year. The railwaiy charges 'have
actually been increased to the extent of
£300,000 a year to cover not only the in-
etease in wages to railway employees, but
the inereises to the whole of the public
service.e Mention 'has been made of. the
projected -amendment to the .Mininag Act. I
do not know whether the 'Government in-
tend to introdhce amendments to the Mines
Regulation Act, which will make -provision as
to the number of hours that men should be
employed. -it As high time that thb hours of
employmnent in the mining industry for men

eggdunderground were fixed by statute.
It should be a penal offence for any mnan
to be employed uanderground for more than
44 hours a week, and a penal offence for
any man to endanger his health and life by
working longer hours than that under-
ground.

The -Minister for Works: In order to earn
sufficient inonei, njen hare workad many
longer hours than'that.

Mr. WILLOOCS: It should be a penal
off ence for any man. to do -that and so en-
danger his health. If he cannot make
sufficient to livb upon in 44 hours a week,
then the industry cannot afford to have
men working in it at all.

Thle Minlister for Works: Why 44 hours a
week?

Mr. WILLOOCK: It has been proved that
men who have worked 4-S hours a week 'nave
c ontracted miners' phthisis and many
other such diseases. It has also been
proved that those men who have worked
shorter hours have not run so much risk
of contagion and infection. Therefore,
in the interests of the employees in
the industry; they should, by statute,
be made to work shorter hours underground
than they are doing at the present time.
Tip our way, men are out on, strike in the
hope of enforcing something in this direc-

dron. The -mining companies 'have agreed
to the redaction of the number of working
honrs to 44, .bnt they offer a Acrresponding
reduction in- the wages of the men... The
matter. is being discussed by the Arbitra-
tion Court. All over the country the court
has. made an order that. underground work
shall not exceed 4.4 hours and -without a
reduction of weekly wages. Something has
been said in connection with bulk handling
of wheat. I hope that whatever provision
is made, that provision will extend to all
the ports of the. State. The present pro-
posal is that all the money should be spent
at Fremantle, but there are other ports
at 1which bulk handling facilities should
be established, so 'that the wheat from
the distrficts surrounding -those ports

,should find its way to the natural out-
lets. II. sin in accord with the pretest
niade by the - Chamber of Commerce
in connection with the farmers 'under the
Industries Assistance 'Board not being
allowed to pdit money into the bulk handling
scemere. I have raised this question in the
House on half a dozen occasions when the
Industries Assistance Board has been under
discussion and have pointed out to the Gov-
ernment that they made a satisfactory deal
in connection with machtinery as far as the
big business' peoplc were concerned. Those
*people who stuck to the farmaers during the
period tme agricultural community were
struggling should now be considered and
given anl opportunity to get on their feet.
Ar~rangemlents should be made whldreby they
might be enabled to get some money. They
are losing the whole of their capital at the
present time. At Gcraldton three of these
people, who were in business in a big way,
went insolvent just because they stuck to
the farmers. If they bad been able to take
their chance as ordinary business men, the
position wu.ld have been different.

Mr. Thomnson: They would[ not ha-ve got
anything.

Mr. WfL.LCOCK: Well, the farlhig idus-
try would have gone down completely but
for those people. If the proposal we put
forward were agreed to, that £E200,000 he
offered to those people, it would be accepted
and money which had been wrongfully with-
held -would thus be paid.

Mr. Thom son: If you off ered them £100,000
they would jump at it.

Mr. \WtLLCOIK : Although the 0ov-
ernument. have taken credit for what they bare
dune, it cannot be denied that private capital
has been of great assistance in establishing
the farming industry in Western Australia.
The people who unfortunately for them
showed their generosity by giving credit are
those, whbo without deserving it, suffered most.
The member for North-East Fremuantle (Hon.
WV. C. Angwin) referred to- the qulestion Of
immigration. Everyone recognises that we
cannot make much progress unless we have
a bigger population. Without greater num-
hers in our State, we have no possible chance
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of reduceing our per capita loan indebtedness,
'which is higher than it should be. in any State.
Our assets undoubtedly are good, and not-
%lithstanding the fact that we are supposed
to have had money thrown at us from the
other side of the world, our indebtedness is
over £100 per head. With that in view
:1 do not see that we can receive very
mnuch consideration from the other end
of the world. People look askance
at matters of this kind notwithstanding
the assurance we hare, had that dur-
ing the past week the London financiers
have been tumbling over each other to ad-
vance us money. The Common wealth Is credit
should be better than that of any State, and
it is a peculiar thing that the Federal 0ov-
ernument found that they, could nlot go on
the English market to raise money, at any-
thing likEi a fair rate of interest,

[The Speaker resumed thme Chair.]

Mr, Green: There is something funny about
that; we cannot get particulars.

Mr. WMhLOQCX: We have it on the word
of the Prime Minister that he could niot get
money at six per cent. and on that account he
was going to raise a loan in Australia. even
if ha had to resort to compulsion. It has been
stated that London capitalists endeavour to
have a say in the policy of this country, and
that the reason why the Prime Mlinister was
refused money is that the Federal Govern-
ment are embarking on a ship building policy.
I agree with the members for East Fremantle
and Kataiuing that we shall -have to give
more attention to secondary industries. if we
desire to get people to conic to Western Aus-
tralia. We cannot' settle them - all on the
laud. Laud settlenment muay be all right, but
it is a costly process, Out of which we
get very little immediate return. More-
over it takes some yeats before a man
on the land is of any use to the State-
I noticed in the cables the other
day that inquiries were being made with
reference to the establishment of woollen
mills here. It is due to the Government to
give urs some idea of what is taking place
in this regard, whither they are prepared to
assist financially ally person who is willing
to establish woollen mnills and td what extent.
Two milliouri pounds worth of 'wool is being
exported from Western Australia, and we
should endeavour to do something with it in
oar own State. The establishmnent of fac-
tories in Western Australia would provide
employment not only for our own people, hut
for immigrants who might he induced to
come here, as wall as for you'ng people
who are growing up at the present time. We
are educating people on all sorts of technical
subjects, we. take them through the primitry
and secondary schools add then through the-
University, and we are not able afterwards
to assist them to make use of the knowledge
they have acquired. The result is that those
technically educated people must leave the
State to find employment eleswbhere.

Mr. Pickering: Do you think that technicil
education is. taken far enoughf

Mr. WrLCkOCK! It is ndt of much
ape to them in .this State. What is
their outlook after they haie qualifiedi Wh~y
should we educate people as we are doing
when there is no direction in which they
can apply their talent at a later dateT

Mr. Thomson: There is plenty in the
building trade.

Mr. WILLOOCK:, I am- talking about
scientific education. So far as the building
trade is concerned a, good deal of instruction
is given, but employers are unsympathietic
towards the eniploynient of apprentice.

11r. Thomson: The position is that there
is no0 continuity Of work.

MNr, WILLOOCK :The fact remin hs that
the peopie whom we arc educating are comn-
pielled to leave the State. We should do
our uttmost' to establish secondary induistries
in Western Australia, and particularly
woollen umils a great deal of imahinery in-
wool leaves the State which could be turned
to account, aiid millions of bushels of wheat
arc exported. There is no need to export
that great quantity of wheat. I admit that i'i
connection with the establishment of wool-
len mills a rest deal of machinery, involv-
ing -the expenditure of considerable capital,
would have to be installed. That cannot
be done too easily or quickly, but thcr e is no
reason at all for the export of wheat. This
should be gristedl within our own State and
exported as -flour. We would then haove the
offal to uise in connection with dlairying and
poultry and pig raising. At the present time
are cannot get sufficient: offal at a fair price
and yet we continue to export wheat instead
of flour. It is no use saying that we cannot
do these things; w9 must do them and in
that way provide employment for the people.
If a, big area, of land were thrown openi to-
mnorrow we wvould find that many people %vere
prepared to take it up. But that would not
be such a great asset inasmuch as land settle-
nient is costly and there is no immediate re-
turn from it. The capacity of the flour mill
at Geraldton has.beea increased by over 100
per cent. during the past 12 months.

The Honorary Minister: You cannot have
a good price for wheat and low prices for
bran and pollard.

Mr. WILLOOCK; Quite so, but if wye
gristed all our wheat into flour we would get
a good price for the flour, and the offal
would be available.. In selling wheat, we
only get value for thle average flour content
and not for the offal. If we are going to
make headway with our secondary indiustries,
we ulust have plentiful supplies of mill offal.
Tt is the dluty of the Government not to allow
any of this wheat to leave the country in the
form of wheat, In fact, I think we could get
a better price for it in the eorm of flour.

The Honorary MVinis4tgr Do YOU suggest
an export duty?

Mr. WTLLOOK- The State has nothing
to do with the imposition of duties, but f
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would support an export duty on anything
which could be manufactured into the finished
article here. We had considerable argui-
ment with the Federal Government last year
wen they wvent further than imposing an
export duty; they put an absolute embargo
on the export of any product of the lead
mnining industry.

Mr. Thomson: That was because' they
were afraid of it going to Germany.

Mr. WIULCOOX: That was after the
conclusion of the war. There was no em-
barge on lead while the war was on but, after
the war was over, the Federal Government
imposed an embargo, and it took six solid
months of agitation to get the embargo re-
moved.

Mr, ILambert: An embargo in favour of
their capitalistic supporters. It is the big-
gest scandal ever perpetrated.

Mn- SPEVAKER: Order! You. are not in
the Federal Parliament noeT.

'Mr. Lamnbert: A pity we are not.
.MT. Jones:. If we wvere, we would be draw-

ig £1l,000 a year.
Mr. WILLCOCK: As the niemb~t for

Voolgardie cannot -make the remarks. he de-
sires, I will say for him that it is the biggest
scandal that was -ever perpetrated on the
-country. The Federal Government went fur-
ther in regard to the lead mining industry
than they-went in -regard to either wool or
flour. I do not want to see a tax imposed
upon any industry., I do not say that the
State Government should, ask for the im-
position of-an export tax. on any article, but
when we bare a product which is grown

here and can be matnufactuired -into the
finished state, thus providing employment,
supporting a big population, and providing
supplies for secondary industries, we should
carry out the manufacture and thus benefit
the State. I. do not say we should import
goods merely for the sake of manufacturing
them and establishing secondary industries
but, in the ease of primary products, we
should manufncture them into the finished
goods and export them as such.

The Honorary Minister: The whble of the
woollen mills in Australia do -not make one-.
teuth of tile cloth used.

Mr. WILLOC: No, that is a crying
shame.

Mr. Lambert:- The same can be said ten-
fold of many other things.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
for Coolgardie will have an opportunity to
speak later on.

Mr. WILhLCQCK: Therd are many matters
which one might lebate, but there will be
opportunities later on to deal with them.

Mr. Lambert: And an election also.
Mr. WILLOOCK: Yes. If the Goizern.

meut desire to gain support At the forth-
eciuing elections, they should take up the
question of the secondary industries. -No
matter what Government introduces and,
fosters these industries, there will be no

carping criticism from ine. I ani glad that
the Preuier, in his statement,- mentioned the
public works which be is endeavouring to
carry out at Oeralitton. It is unfortunate
that every time I speak on thle. Address-in-
reply or on the Estimates, I find it incumbent
to mention 'necessary public works in
the district I represent. I have thle same
old comnplaint in regard to the water sup-
ply, and I still get the Same old reply that
a water supply will be gi-en to us in the
sweet by-and-by. Seven or eight months
ago Ithought the whole mnatter was set-
tled. I had a definite assurance frorm the
Minister for Works that the sceei would be
gone on. with, but that promise was abso-
lutely broken.

Hon. P. Collier: Did the M2 inister for

Works. break a promise?

Mr. WXLLCOCK: Yes, deliberately, and
I told him SO. He has been told by resolution
of a public meeting held at Oeraldton ,what
the people there think of him in that con-
nection. I hope we have now passed the
worst stage and that the experimients being
carried out to provide a water supply will

lead to the establishmn t of this much needed
work, for which we bare been agitating for
the last 20 yesrs. All our industry and pro-
gress is bound tip in the provision of an
adequate water supply and proper harbour
facilities. The Qoverunient do not seem to
have a proper conception of the importance
of the Geraldton district. Financial people,
in deciding the relative importance of the
various towns, have placed G-eraldton as the
most important town in the State outside the
metropolitant area and Kalgoorlie, This has
been done in connection with the raising of
war loans, and peace loans. The amount-
allocated to Geraldton is £30,000, while none
of the other towns, except the metropolitan
area and Kalgoorlie, have had more than
£20,000 allotted to them.
*Mr. Thomson: You must have plenty3 of

cash tip there.

Mr. WfLbLCOCR: Yes, duo to the fact
that the Government have not encouraged
the people to put it into induistry. I hope
to introduce a Bill this session for the es-
tablishient of freezing works at Gernldton.
The people have shown their faith in the
district by putting their money into these
works. I hope some dlefinite pr onouncement
will be made by the Government in regard to
the harbour. It is of no use the Government
saying that they intend to spend so inuch
money on a harbour if tbey .uo not know
how it is to lie sipout. A dlefinite policy
should be adopted at once and, when the
money is available, the Goenment should
he in a position to go straighit on with the
work. I hope the Government will take a
broad-mnilded view of the position and
treat this outport as it should be treated,
and realise what has been told them time
after time that, on the prosperity of the
back country, the prosperity of the city de-
pends. If they dJo this, they will enable
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people to make those outer districts pros-
perous and, in doing so, 'will bring prosperity
to the whole, of the State.'- -

On motion 'by Mr. Mqney debate ad-
jou rned.-

* Huse adjourned at 10.10 v.a.

legislative CounciL,
* Thiursday, 19th Augast, 190,V

PAGLE
Message: Assent to Supply Bill-----------178
leave of Absence-------------178
Addressjen-Repty, fifth day, amendment, Single

Chamber, defeated------------178

The PRESIDENT took the
inui, and read prayers.

Chair at 4.30

MIESSAGE-ASSENT TO SUPPLY
BILL.

Message front the Governor received and
read, assenting to Supply Bill -(No. 1)
;£2,059,000.

L'EAVE OF ABSENCE.
Ott motions by Hu1n. G'. J1. G. W. Miles,

leave of absence for 12 consecutive sittings
of the House granted to the Hon. H. 3. Lynn
(West) on. the ground of urgent private bus-
iness, and leave of absence for six couseen-
tire sittings granted to the Hlon. J. J. Holmes
(-North) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRcB'SS-I-REPLY.

Fifth Day'.
Aimendmnet-Single Chamber.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the A ddress- in- reply and the following amend-
ment mnuved by the Hon. A. If. Panton-
''That the fol1lowing words be added to the
Address-' And we respectfully suggest to
Your Excellency that the time has now ar-
rire~l whien. the Government of the State can
best he carried on by a single Chamber
elected on an adult franchise.'"

Hon. J. WV. HICJKEY (Central) [4.351:
In supporting the amendment I take advan-
tage of the opportunity to offer a word of
welcomie to the new members, all of whom

have made their maiden speeches and I think
are to be congratulated an~ them. Despite the
criticism which has ebme from.the gpponents%
of this anezndment, its supporters. put it for-
ward withj every sincerity. and hea rtily comn-
mend. it to the cousideration of the Ho use.
Any reform must, of course, bear hardly-on
someone, andI certatuly any reform ]must meet
with a certain amount of opposition, as our'
experience in tis Chamber has shown. I
listened atteniti-vely -to the sjveiehes of op-
ponents of the amebhdrnent because I thought
r mnight gather from them material for mak-
ing a Speech myself. I almoist regret that

'.you, Mr. President, aTe not on the floor
of the House. Knowing the views you take
of this. Chnmber, and the very conservative
guard you place QU the position of the House,
I ant satisfied that .you, Sir, would pet -up a
bit of a fight. So far as I have observed,
opponents of the amuendmeunt resort mostly
to ridicule and to the casting of aspersions on
the sincerity of, the supporters of the amend-
mnent. Indeed, almost a d1irect ehargO, of in-
sincerity has been levelled at the mnover, Mr.
Pantoo, and particularly at the seconder, Mr.
Moore. Sir Edivard WVittenoom stated that'
'Mr. Moore was guilty of temierity in second-
ing a.n aamrndm~nt of this description after
heing only 24 hours in the House. However,
Mr. Mfoore and Mr. Vanton. are capable of
looking after their own interests and of (le-
fending tliemselves. After all, the brains of
the country are not dl~y in ParlianiteuL
Men wyho bare taken a life-long interest in
theit eounnuy-pal-tieularly men011conneeted
withi the Labour nidvement, who take a Peen-
liarly. keen interest in the people and as a
consdqueicc are conversant with public life
almost from their-infancy-have studied pol-
itical oconomy and knoxw something about the
politic-al views of the community. Sir Ed-
ward Wittenooma's criticismu, therefore, was
altogether wide(t of the mark. Perhaps
Mr. Moore has made quite as long
a study of ponlitical economny s has
Sir Edward Wittenoont. I t is somewhat
of*, a coincidence that the mover and
the secnerv- of the amendment should
iurig the last few years have' had a wide

eXperience, il experience not possessed
even by Sir Edward Wittenoon, their most
sievere critic. They have , had opportuities
oT studying the circumistances. 'of other
lands. During the I!nst low years they have
lhad opportunities that have nor been given
to many members of this House. Wbilst
doing their best for Australia's s ake in
other lands, they bave seized the opportu-
uity to study the changes operating in those
ocuntries. They,. retained their observing
faculties wnile abroad, and have given this
House the benefit of their experience. I
shall support the amendment, which pro-
poses a reform that is long overdue. I par-
ticnlarly welcome the aniendiment because
it has been moved and seconded by two re-
turned soldiers who consider that the con-
ditions which they left here when they went
to the Front should be altered. I sincerely
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